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Sports Leisure Travelers Give 
Back at Spring Preview Day

Once again, our travel family rallied to the 
occasion when the annual Spring Preview 

Day was held Saturday, April 1st at the KVIE 

Studios. While there was no admission 
charge, attendees were asked to bring items 
to help out others in the community. What 
resulted was a huge mountain of diapers, 
new and gently used coffee mugs, and 
packages of feminine hygiene products. In 
addition, there was a stack of gas cards.

“Our travelers are so kind. The gas cards 
are an excellent example,” said Sports 

Leisure Owner Mark Hoffmann. “We 
originally asked for $10 gas cards as one 
of the items people could bring, and when 
they went to purchase the cards, they found 
that most oil companies don’t sell $10 cards 
any longer, only $25 cards. So, wouldn’t you 
know it? They bought the $25 ones! We even 

have a number of cash donations to the 
charities. Pretty amazing that 400 people, in 
one day, could so easily help so many others 
in the community. One of our travelers even 
donated a refund she was to receive, quite 
a sizeable one. “Money already spent,” she 
said. “Give it to Loaves and Fishes.”

Sixteen new extended tours and two 
casino overnighters were announced, along 
with a host of new daytrips. You can find 
information on these tours inside. In addition, 
five brand new travel videos 
were unveiled, highlighting 

trips to Leavenworth, the Laguna Pageant 

of the Masters, Hawaii, the Albuquerque 

Balloon Fiesta and the Ferries & Towns 

of Puget Sound. If you would like to 
view the videos, along with others, go to 
www.youtube.com and type in “Sports 

Leisure Vacations” in the search line and 
they will appear on a list right before your 
eyes for your viewing pleasure. In addition 
to the titles above, Cape Cod, New York 

City and Wildlife Viewing in BC are there.

Chris Galloway	(clockwise	from	left)	stands	ready	to	serve	Preview	
Day	desert,	special	raspberry	and	chocolate	truffles	from	the	
Brigittine	Monks	in	Oregon;	Clayton Whitehead and Patty Thayer	
sort	the	literally	thousands	of	diapers,	feminine	hygiene	products	
and	coffee	mugs	brought	to	Preview	Day	(all	donated	to	Loaves	
and	Fishes);	and	finally,	one	of	the	two	capacity	crowds	of	200	at	
the	KVIE	studios	listens	to	the	presentation.
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Just One Man’s Opinion by Mark Hoffmann

106   january 2011  sacmag.com

SportS LeiSure VacationS
9812 old Winery place, Sacramento, ca 95827
(916) 361-2051
www.sportsleisure.com • travelguysradio.com

After working in the Mission Oaks Recreation and Park District, Mark Hoffmann founded Sports Leisure Vacations out of his Fulton Avenue apartment 
in 1979. Though Mark admits to ‘just sort of happening into it”, he found his niche in the retail tour business, enabling folks to achieve their travel 
dreams. Given the fact that Mark and his staff strive to exceed customer wants, they’ve been most successful in serving a niche of mature travelers, 
often those who need a little extra consideration. Sports Leisure Vacations assembles and operates custom tours and vacations of one to fifteen days 
in length, and can accommodate a wide variety of travel interests. Check out the website to see an amazing array of travel options. The company 
culture has centered around refusing to put profits ahead of service, and a mantra: “We love our travelers and they love us back.” It’s working- not 
only is the company thriving in its 32nd year, but community support and acknowledgement have resulted, including a prestigious award for contribu-
tions to the Arts from the Sacramento Arts and Business Council. For twenty years Sports Leisure has been an underwriter of KVIE Public Television. 
VP Clayton Whitehead has served on the KVIE Board and Mark was president of the National Tour Association in 2000. Mark and Tom Romano host 
the Travel Guys on KFBK, Sundays 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

SUCCESS STORIES—A SpECIAl AdvERTISIng SECTIOn

Continued	on	page	7

“Would you like butter, honey 
and brown sugar on your sweet 

potato?”
My goodness, who would turn THAT 

down, dietary restrictions permitting?
On a recent 

scouting trip to 
check out the 
routing, logistics, 
restaurants, hotels 
and attractions 
on an upcoming 
mystery tour, Chris 

and I stopped in 
to have dinner at 
a local eatery. As Chris ordered, I heard 
the server ask him if he wanted a regular 
or sweet potato. When Chris answered 
“sweet,” the server responded, “Would you 
like butter, honey and brown sugar?”

It was at that exact moment I thought to 
myself, you are a VERY lucky man. You get 
to go places where they serve baked sweet 

potatoes with butter, honey and brown 

sugar. My next thought was, and you get to 

come back here later this year and have 

another one. You are one lucky guy.
Later the same day, we stopped at a local 

ice creamery. We had ice cream before 
dinner (4:30 in the afternoon, because life 
is short and eating dessert first is okay). As 
we sat eating some of the best ice cream 
ever made, the owner sat down with us. She 
told us the story of her business, its history 
and all.

Then I said, “I’ll bet a lot of teenagers in 
this town had their first job in this building. 
I’ll bet you played a role in a lot of young 
lives.” She smiled, and confessed that was 
probably true. And as her eyes twinkled 
with the slightest bit of moistness, she told 
more stories, including one that must stay 
a secret until our group arrives. It was at 
that moment, listening to the ice cream 
lady regale us with tales of 2+ decades 
of owning an ice cream store, that I again 
realized what a lucky man I am. You see, I 
get to return to that amazing ice cream store 
and visit with Heather again, and hear more 
of her stories. She and I share two things in 

common: We both have been in business an 
extended time and we both enjoy what we 
do. I know because I recognize that twinkle 
in her eye. Sometimes, when I tell my own 
Sports Leisure stories, I get that same 
slightly moist twinkle.

OK, so let’s stop being so melancholy 
and get back on track. The point being 
because of the way our business model 
works here at Sports Leisure, we spend 
a reasonable amount of time checking out 
new destinations to visit and the hotels, 
restaurants and attractions within them. 
While every tour company spends some 
time doing their homework, we can proudly 
say we spend a lot more than most. 
While some research can be done on the 
computer (hotel rates, prices, menus), there 
is no substitute for an in person visit. You 
could certainly understand a tour operator 
sending staff to visit a new destination if they 
were running 8-10 (or more) new tours there. 
But what if they were only running one? 
Would they still go and scout things ahead? 
Sports Leisure would. 

When you note our trips cost a little more 
than others, please notice two important 
things: Sports Leisure tours are never 

“cookie cutter” trips. Meaning they aren’t 
the same month-after-month, or year-
after-year. We don’t pick up a competitor’s 
catalog and copy their product (you would 
be surprised how often this happens with 
some companies). We take your best ideas, 
combine them with our best ideas, and try 
to create new tours and refresh old ones. 
We visit a number of large trade shows 
throughout the year to connect with sellers 
of the products that make a good trip. Then 
we hit the road. 

I mentioned two important things when 
it comes to comparing tour prices. The 
second is the advance work we do. Does 
this “scouting” make trips more expensive? 
Yes, it absolutely does. But it also means 
when we get there, we will already have 
the “lay of the land.” Or we will have hired 
someone who does. We can’t visit every 
hotel and restaurant before we arrive, we 
can’t verify that every historical building 

has a ramp for slower walkers, but we can 
certainly minimize those situations. 

And we can find the places that offer 
baked sweet potatoes with butter, honey and 
brown sugar. Or local ice cream stores with 
a lady who has certainly become her town’s 
“mom.” We can make sure our excursions 
are literally sprinkled with experiences like 
these. Who knew a baked sweet potato 
could make me so happy? Who knows what 
little thing on the road will tickle your fancy, 
remind you of a piece of your childhood or 
just make your taste buds tingle?

Rest assured we are out here, looking 
for just such places. One of the greatest 
rewards in my line of work, after nearly 
four decades, is the joy of discovering new 
places and sharing them with you. I suspect 
I speak for most of my team in that respect. 
We all love what we do. We appreciate the 
opportunity to earn a living helping to make 
dreams come true.

H H H H H H H H

New SF Show Schedule is 
STRONG

We have the 2017-18 schedule of 
theatre presentations in San Francisco. The 
schedule is a great one in our opinion. It 
starts with the hilarious comedy, Something 

Rotten!, this summer. It is the funniest thing 
I’ve ever seen on the stage. It’s clean humor 
and it’s very funny. Two guys in the time 
of Shakespeare decide to put on the first 
musical. See this show if you like to laugh. 

Next up in the fall is An American In 

Paris, right from Broadway. It’s an age-old 
story and it plays very well on the stage. 
Over the holidays, consider seeing Disney’s 
Aladdin with us. 2018 features The Color 

Purple, School of Rock (with	 music	 by	
Andrew	 Lloyd	 Webber),	 On Your Feet 

(the story of Gloria and Emilio Estefan) and 
Waitress (also directly from Broadway). 

We will have tickets to all the shows, the 
best available main floor/orchestra tickets 
without a subscription. Watch coming 
newsletters for details. (There are no Priority 
Lists for daytrips.) 
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Super. Natural. British Columbia
While I am out on tour, I may often be 

heard talking excitedly about my trips to 
British Columbia. This often leads to two 
questions from those within earshot: What 
is it that I love about 
British Columbia 
so much? And, 
what is my favorite 
destination in British 
Columbia? Two 
questions, multiple 
answers! 

British Columbia, 
as we all know, 
is Canada’s westernmost province, and 
also one of its largest. With coastlines, 
mountains, islands and high desert regions, 
British Columbia’s topography is as diverse 
as the many cultures represented by its 
inhabitants. One of the things I love about 
British Columbia is it has a population of 
about 4 million people, most who live either 
in or near Vancouver. That means that the 
rest of the province is sparsely populated, 
leaving plenty of space for bears, moose, 
badgers and other wildlife to roam. It also 
means many of the communities we visit are 
small, often times with only a population of 
100 or less. This gives us the opportunity 
to really get a sense of other ways of living 
in the world. When we travel to the Selkirk 
region, we meet folks who were drawn to the 
area for the mining industry and who now 
work for the conservation of the mountains 
and rivers. In Prince George we meet 
people who live in the northern capitol of 
the world and take their dogs to work with 
them; and always have time for “a cuppa 
joe from Timmies” (that is Tim Horton’s for 
us). At Knight’s Inlet, we meet young folks 
just starting careers in outdoor recreation, 
or older “kids” who have retired from 
engineering or hydrogeology to start second 
careers as wildlife biologists tracking 
grizzlies in the Great Bear Rainforest. And 
everywhere we go in the province, we have 
the influence of the First Nations people on 
culture. Outside of Williams Lake, I visited 
with a First Nations’ elder who told me about 

going to an Indian school and the whole 
experience of unlearning the ways of his 
people; and then later in life, relearning 
the language, history and culture. Today 
he teaches young people and visitors like 
us about the importance of his heritage. 
I guess what I love so much about British 
Columbia is the people who tell the story of 
the province…

Picking a favorite destination in British 
Columbia is like asking a grandparent who 
their favorite grandchild is! However, for 
me, I can easily say my favorite destination 
in British Columbia is anywhere beyond a 
hundred miles north of the US/Canadian 
border. Remember those 4 million residents 
of BC? 90% of those folks live within 100 
miles of Canada’s southern border; leaving 
the rest of the province for our enjoyment. 
We can travel down Highway 97, along 
the eastern edge of the Cariboo Chilcotin 
Mountains, with vistas of wide open plains 
and rugged mountain ranges. Maybe a 
moose will even meander down the road 
with us! Along the coastline, small boats 
and float planes provide the transportation 
in and out of magical 
inlets, to places so quiet 
that you can hear the 
sunset on the horizon. 
From the shores of 
the mighty rivers…
Kootenay, Columbia, 
Fraser or Thompson…
one can delight in the 
sights and sounds of 
Mother Nature at her 
glory.

This year, I have 
the privilege and 
honor of sharing 
three magical British 
Columbia destinations 
with Sports Leisure 
travelers. Our first 
adventure is in June, 
a sold-out mystery trip 
so I really can’t say too 
much more about that! 
In August, we travel to 

Prince George and follow the Cariboo Gold 
Rush trail back down along Highway 97 to 
Kamloops. Highlights include Barkerville, a 
living history Gold Rush town; First Nations’ 
heritage and cultural sites; and the amazing 
Echo Valley Ranch Resort, tucked away in 
a quiet valley away from it all. Oh, and did I 
mention, you get to taste a beavertail? What 
a yummy treat! In October, we return to 
Knight Inlet Lodge. This was the most talked 
about Sports Leisure tour from 2016. We 
fly into a beautiful inlet, tucked up along the 
rugged coastline of British Columbia, in the 
Great Bear Rainforest. A floating lodge is 
our base for 3 days of spectacular wildlife 
viewing. We will see grizzlies as never seen 
before. It is amazing!… and even as I write 
this, I am planning to visit British Columbia in 
May to discover more out of the way, off the 
beaten path travel experiences for you, our 
Sports Leisure travelers.

So read more about these unique 
adventures in the pages of this newsletter 
or online at www.sportsleisure.com. And 
I’ll be ready to lead you to Super. Natural. 
British Columbia.

Guest Column by Ramona Goodge

Blueberry	got	a	“bang”	out	of	his	recent	visit	to	Fort	Ross	despite	the	
rain.	Thanks	to	this	month’s	winner	Patti	Wright	for	capturing	the	moment!
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The Customers Always Write
Mark,

Enclosed are some items that you may find 
of interest (I hope). Also want you to know 
that your trips exceed my expectations. I 
have had no disappointments. The “Boss” 
sets the tone – your generosity to clients 
and community makes for a successful 
enterprise. Merry Christmas and another top 
notch New Year! Sincerely,
Pauline	Parks

Ed. Note: Thank you for the interesting 
collection of “road” souvenirs Pauline.

Dear Clayton,
Thank you for your lovely call during 

the holidays. It was so good to hear your 
voice. I‘ve missed you and the many good 
times spent with you and travels. However, 
several health issues over the past few 
years have kept me from traveling. You and 
Mark, then later, Chris, became “Big Boys” 
and I developed a great fondness for you 
all. My very favorite destination was always 
“Thanksgiving in New York” even though 
sites became familiar, there was always 
something new and exciting. We lost my 
travel companion, Ruth a few years ago. I 
miss her. Sports Leisure appears to be 
thriving and I’m so happy for you and Mark. 
You’ve both put so much of yourselves into 
that adventure! Hope our paths cross again 
one day. Love & Hugs,
Cora	Lee	Hartley

Dear Michael,
John and I wanted to thank you for 

the help and support you gave us on the 
Panama Canal trip. You made a stressful 
situation much easier to deal with. Though 
it was no one’s fault, we think your backing 
helped. Also, we’d like to thank you and 
Ramona for remembering John’s birthday. 
We had a lovely dinner at the Pinnacle Grill. 
Happy Sailing,
John	&	Linda	Morales

Dear Friends at SLV,

You will never know what a joy it was to 
receive your card. Thank you sooo much 
for thinking of me. I also appreciate the 
catalogues. I travel with you in my mind. I 
also share the catalogues with my younger 
friends. Anne will surely join you when she 
retires (2 more years). Traveling with you 
enriched my life for 20 years. And it’s hard 
to say, which was the best trip; they all 
were great. The tour guides had so much 
knowledge patience and humor. Keep 
going. Much love,
Eva	T
P.S. Here’s my bucket list:
• Germany – Berchtesgaden: Salt Mine, 

Hitler’s Teahouse, Berlin – Pergamon 
Museum, Dresden Zwinger, Green Vault

• Spain – Seville during Easter week
• Italy – Amalfi Drive, Dolomites
• Turkey – Tour the whole country when 

things get better. Amazing!
• Peru – Machu Picchu – overnight (not for 

people with high blood pressure)
• Chile – National Park “Torres del Paine”
• Bolivia – Lake Titicaca
• For Nature lovers – Llanos in Venezuela, 

Asawright on Trinidad, Okitinokee Swamp 
in Florida!
Ed. Note: Eva never ceases to amaze us. 

She still has a bucket list! Thank you Eva, for 
sending along your note. In our minds, you 
are still traveling with us!

Mark,

Frank and I have always heard great 
things about Key West. We now know it is a 
great place to visit. We loved every minute 
of our trip, thanks to your constant attention 
to every detail. From the time we landed, 
cruising through cities and wildlife, every 
destination was interesting and fun. Your 
knowledge, enthusiasm and charm made 
for a memorable trip. Until we meet again.
Frank	&	Joyce	Nein

Dear Sports Leisure Friends,

Happy New Year from the Volunteers 
at the Cordova Food Locker! Your recent 
contribution of toiletries to the Cordova 

Community Food Locker is so appreciated. 
Your generous donation came in time to 
assure that we had a fulfilling holiday season. 
Our guests had two opportunities for extra 
holiday food during our Thanksgiving and 
Christmas food distributions. Over 1,000 
families were served at Thanksgiving, and 
over 700 families came out in the pouring 
rain for fixings for a Christmas meal.

 Gifts such as yours helped us to 
supplement the generous donations from 
our community members, community 
organizations, local businesses and faith 
based contributors. Thank you for helping to 
assure our holiday distributions were able to 
provide nourishment, hygiene products and 
personal greetings to each of our clients. 
Happy New Year to Each of You,
Gregg	Huestis,	General	Manager
Cordova	Community	Food	Locker

Ed. Note: The Food Locker received the 
latest oversized box of toiletries you folks 
brought down from your hotel rooms. It’s 
amazing how easy it is sometimes to help 
others in the community. 

Mark,

I want to “Thank You” old school… with a 
handwritten snail mail card. You took a lot of 
your time (the most precious resource at our 
age or to anyone) to go thru coins I have had 
since age 16. They survived 30 years and 
14 moves. I now know there are collector’s 
value and/or precious metal value. Also 
your Newport, OR & Portland, OR… are hits 
with Gale. As a family, trip one sounds like 
a perfect land based idea. The other is a 
cruise. Once we get the kids to pick one and 
a date, I will contact you! 
Again,	Thank	you.
Ken	Ashworth

Ed. Note: For those of you with a bag or 
box or sockful of old coins laying around, 
if you call and make an appointment I can 
appraise them for you. You can sell them 
or take them home with you, knowing what 
they are worth. U.S. coins only, I’m afraid my 
numismatic knowledge doesn’t extend to 
foreign coins and currency.

www.facebook.com/sportsleisure
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If you have a comment, suggestion 
or tour idea, we invite you to drop us 
a line. Due to space limitations, not all 
letters can be printed (others may be 
edited). Mail to:

SPORTS LEISuRE VACATIONS
Attn: Mark/Clayton

9812 Old Winery Place, Suite 1 
Sacramento, CA 95827

Or e-mail Mark or Clayton at: 
markslt@aol.com

clayton.whitehead@sportsleisure.com

Dear Clayton,

On behalf of RememberAVet.net and 
the annual Wreath Project, we extend our 
gratitude for your very generous donation 
of $1,641 to help fund this year’s project 
at Sacramento Valley National Cemetery 
in Dixon. We hold two annual fundraising 
events of our own and rely on donations, 
such as yours, for additional support to 
ensure each of the Fallen at SVNC will be 
remembered at Christmas. This year, an 
estimated 5,000 helped to place the 18,850 
wreaths, and it was quite a sight! It was such 
a pleasure meeting you this year and thank 
you again for your continued support of this 
heartwarming event!
Sincerely,
The	Stocking	Family

Ed. Note: Another example of Sports 

Leisure Travelers making things just a little 
better. Your $10 admissions to Tour Preview 
Day last year helped lay wreaths on fallen 
soldiers graves.

Hi, Donna:

Yes, we would like to continue to receive 
the Traveler newsletter via snail mail and 
also e-mail.

We love Sports Leisure Vacations. You 
people are the best. You make vacationing 
so much more fun by taking the stress 
out of booking airlines, accommodations, 
transfers, etc. and taking us places we 
never would have found on our own. I 
never thought I would get my husband on 

a “group” tour. But, after his first trip with 
SLV, he was so impressed, as soon as we 
got home, he said “Let’s book another trip 
with SLV”.
Cynthia	and	Edward	Spita

Dear SLV,

Cindy and I thank you guys for the 
Valentines Day card. Whoever addressed 
the envelopes did a great job.
Dave	Seivert

Sports Leisure:

I can receive your updates on my computer 
and want to continue getting them. I miss 
being able to travel with you on a regular 
basis but keep hoping I will be able to sign 
on with a caretaker or a family member. Not 
long ago, Atria provided a bus for some of 
us to attend a play you advertised and we 
really enjoyed it. I think of you people often 
and realize that old age is creeping up on 
you too. Hope things work out well for all 
involved. All we can do is keep on keepin’ 
on. I wish the Best to all involved.
Margaret	Bell

Dear Blueberry – Wow!

The first photo I sent in for your contest 
and I won! (Yourself with the two dolls from 
Austria.) The See’s Candy gift card is a 
real treat. Thank Clayton and all at Sports 

Leisure for the wonderful “Cruise on the 
Blue Danube”. Sincerely,
Linda	Cruz

Hi There: 

Haven’t written you in a long time but 
thought this was a good time. What a way 
to start my 2017 travel year with Sports 

Leisure! My trip to Jackson Hole and 
Yellowstone was awesome. Scott must 
have good karma because the clouds 
went away and the sun came out. Was still 
cold, but what an amazing trip… weather-
accommodations-and scenery. Great idea 
to provide the cleats for our boots so we 
could move around and “stay vertical” to 
quote Scott. Hope you get to see some of 
the amazing pictures of everything we did 
and saw. Looking forward to my next two 
trips!
Brenda	Hembree

Dear Sports Leisure:

Traveling with SLV has enriched my life 
for the last 12+ years. I admire and respect 
your SPIRIT: Service, Patience, Intelligence, 
Resourcefulness, Ideas, and Teamwork. 
That SPIRIT is with all who make up your 
team. It was especially apparent on the 
recent trip to the Rose Parade. Special 
kudos to Chris Galloway. I could not have 
enjoyed that trip as much as I did without 
Chris’ patience and guidance. Keep up the 
good work that you and everyone at SLV do. 
Many thanks.
Elaine	Myer

Dear Mark and Clayton:

Thank you so much for the Lovely 
Valentines Day card.
Pat	and	Pete	(aka)	George	Green

EVERY Sunday 3:00-4:00 PM

KFBK, AM 1530, FM 93.1
Each Sunday, someone who has traveled 
with us recently wins a $100 Travel Card, no 
winner and the value increases $100 a week! Tom	Romano	and	Mark	Hoffmann

Contests, Travel News, updates

on your favorite Sports Leisure

destinations, Cultural Arts and FUN!

The Travel Guys
Radio Show
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The Human Side Learn, Laugh, Reflect

Questions Travelers 
Ask of Their Travel Agent

One should never overestimate travelers’ 
sophistication – or, uh, smarts. That’s the 
takeaway from a list of what ASTA (American 
Association of Travel Agents) has dubbed 
“bizarre requests made to travel agents.” 

 “These are real requests made by real 
travelers,” ASTA assures the skeptics 
among us who find it hard to believe that 
someone would actually ask: “Are there toll 
roads on the way to Hawaii?” Here then are 
some of ASTA’s “Bizarre Requests made of 
an ASTA travel agent:”

1. Can I fish off of the cruise ship?
2. Do they speak English in Britain?
3. Can I bring a 12 pack of Tab on the 

plane? (Agent responds: First of all, where 
did you find Tab? And no, you can’t bring it 
on the plane).

4. Can you make sure I don’t get a window 
seat on the plane because I just had my hair 
done?

5. Don’t tell my fiancé this is where I took 
my first wife for our honeymoon.

6. Guest in the aft of the ship asks, “Which 
elevator takes you to the front of the ship?”

7. “I had a grandmother and 
granddaughter who wanted to visit China,” 
reports one agent. “When I informed them 
that they needed visas, the grandmother 
responded, “No we don’t. I went to China 
with my church group last year and I was 
able to use my American Express card all 
over the country.”

8. Can you please book the honeymoon 
suite for us and another couple?

9. I would like to go somewhere where 
there are not	a lot of men.

10. I’d like to get married in the Caribbean 
on an island where the marriage is not legal 
in the U.S.

11. I’d like to visit Scotland and Denmark 
on the same trip. (The agent then tells the 
client he does not have time in his schedule 
to travel the distance). But they’re only an 
inch apart on the map, the client says.

12. Can you ask the airline to block the 
seat next to me so I can stretch out?

How Grandma Met Grandpa
My grandmother told me how she ended 

up marrying Grandpa. She was in her 20’s, 
and the man she was dating left for war. “We 
were in love,” she recalled, “and wrote to 
each other every week. It was during that 
time that I discovered how wonderful your 
grandfather was.” “Did you marry Grandpa 
when he came home from the war,” I asked? 
“Oh, I didn’t marry the man who wrote the 
letters. Your grandfather was the mailman.” 

One of the Best Stories Ever
In the days when an ice cream sundae 

cost much less, a 10-year-old boy 
entered a hotel coffee shop and sat at a 
table. A waitress put a glass of water in 
front of him. “How much is an ice cream 
sundae?” he asked. 

“Fifty cents,” replied the waitress. The 
little boy pulled his hand out of his pocket 
and studied the coins in it.

“Well, how much is a plain dish of 
ice cream?” he inquired. By now more 
people were waiting for a table and the 
waitress was growing impatient.

“Thirty-five cents,” she brusquely 
replied. The little boy again counted his 
coins.

“I’ll have the plain ice cream,” he said. 
The waitress brought the ice cream, put 
the bill on the table and walked away. 
The boy finished the ice cream, paid the 
cashier and left. When the waitress came 
back, she began to cry as she wiped 
down the table. There, placed neatly 
beside the empty dish, were two nickels 
and five pennies.

You see, he couldn’t have the sundae, 
because he had to have enough left to 
leave her a tip. 

Life Hacks
• Putting a small amount of 7Up in a 

flower vase will preserve them for 
much longer.

• Holding a banana peel over a bruise 
for 10-30 minutes will remove its color.

• If you are in an area where you should 
have cell phone service and you don’t, 
switch your phone to airplane mode 
and back. This will cause your phone 
to register and locate all the towers in 
your area.

• If you peel a banana from the bottom, 
you won’t have to pick all the “stringy” 
things off it.

• Eat more marshmallows. They relieve 
toothaches, asthma, arthritis, and sore 
throats.

• Nine foods to help an upset stomach: 
bananas, ginger, plain yogurt, 
papaya, apple sauce, oatmeal, white 
rice, chamomile tea, and chicken 
broth.

oFFiCe hoUrS:
9:00am – 4:30pm MON. thru FRI.

Closed weekends & major holidays

CLOSED TUES. 12:00pm – 1:15pm

Friends Who Are 
Traveling With Angels

We remember our friends who have 
left us. Marjory Gray was one of the first 
people to start taking “Blueberry” on tour 
with her. Bev Powers traveled with us for 
many years with her niece Debbie. We will 
miss all of them, members of our traveling 
family who are traveling in a different place 
now. If you know of someone who should 
be listed here, please drop us a note at 
donnie@sportsleisure.com.

Marjory Gray

Sylvia Ellison

Bev Powers

Yvonne Wiley

Patty Richardson

John Ericson

Olive Bridges

Godspeed
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Casino Daytrips, Ballpark Express
The 2017 Ballpark express
For over 37 years, the BEST way to get to the major league 

ballparks in Oakland and San Francisco has been with Sports 

Leisure Vacations. Our original Ballpark Express allows you to 
travel to games in comfort without the traffic, tolls, gas, food stops, 
etc. Refreshments are served on board the motorcoach on your 
way to and from each game. You’ll enjoy Field Reserved seating for 
A’s games and Lower Box seating for all Giants games.

The Champagne express to Tahoe

Wednesday, April 19 or Thursday, June 8
Our popular Champagne Express to Harvey’s at Lake Tahoe 
continues in 2017. Your 6-hour stay includes a $20 slot credit and 
$7 food credit. You must be a member of Harvey’s Total Rewards 
Program to receive the bonus! $50

The Rat Pack is Back!
Harrah’s	Reno

2 Days • June 29-30

Celebrating its 18th year, The	Rat	Back	 is	Back is a living tribute 
celebrating the heyday of Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, and Sammy 
Davis Jr. And it’s appropriate the show is coming to Reno to perform 
at Harrah’s in time for the 50th Anniversary of Sammy’s Showroom! 
We’ll stay overnight at Harrah’s where the both the show and a buffet 
dinner will be included. You may opt out of the show and dinner at 
the point of reservation and receive a credit of $50. The tour includes 
roundtrip transportation, accommodations at Harrah’s Reno for one 
night and the services of a Sports Leisure Vacations Tour Director. 
275/300 Gold Passport Points

$265 p.p./dbl.occ., $295 single

Add door-to-door transportation for $80 per person

Casino Mystery overnighter
Three	casinos	you	know	not	where!

2 Days • September 13-14

It’s been a while since we have offered an overnight mystery tour 
to a casino. But the requests keep coming so here we are with a 
visit to a casino which now has an adjacent hotel. Our destination 
is relatively close (just a couple of hours by motorcoach). We’ll visit 
a total of three casinos, including one en route to our destination 
and another on the way home. Casino bonuses will be included, of 
course. The tour includes transportation, accommodations for one 
night and the services of a Sports Leisure Vacations Tour Director. 
225/275 Gold Passport Points

$225 p.p./dbl.occ., $265 single

Add door-to-door transportation for $80 per person

San Francisco Giants
Wed., May 17 Giants vs. Dodgers

(Game sold out/waitlist available)
12:45pm $176

Mon., May 29 Giants vs. Nationals 1:05pm $172

Wed., June 14 Giants vs. Royals 12:45pm $172

Sun., June 25 Giants vs. Mets 1:05pm $172

Wed., June 28 Giants vs. Rockies
(Game sold out/waitlist available)

12:45pm $158*

Wed.,July 19 Giants vs. Indians 12:45pm $172

Wed., July 26 Giants vs. Pirates 12:45pm $184*

Wed., August 9 Giants vs. Cubs 12:45pm $210

Sun., Sept. 3 Giants vs. Cardinals 1:05pm $175

Sun., October 1 Giants vs. Padres 12:05pm $172

*Includes	one-way	transportation	on	the	SF	Bay	Ferry	from	Vallejo	
to	AT&T	Park.	Ferry	schedule/availability	subject	to	change.

oakland Athletics
Sat., June 17 A’s vs. Yankees 1:05pm $123

Thanks to the nearly 400 who attended Spring Tour Preview Day 

at the KVIE Studios. Special kudos also to KVIE for use of their 
wonderful facility. Those in attendance headed our call for gas cards, 
new and gently used coffee mugs, baby diapers, and feminine 
hygiene products. By days’ end, we had a mountain of gifts, along 
with a pile of gas cards and numerous cash donations. A mountain. 

Enough to make a real difference at Loaves and Fishes. Good job 
my friends. When Sports Leisure Travelers gather, our community 
benefits. That tradition continues with your generous donations at 
Preview Day(s). And so it goes…

Mark Hoffmann, CTP / Owner/Founder

Just One Man’s Opinion –	Con’t	from	pg.2

H H H H H H H H
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Noises Off
At	the	Fallon	House	Theatre
Saturday, May 13

Enjoy an afternoon of non-stop hilarity as 
bedlam reigns on the stage in this comedy. A 
pitiful acting troupe struggles and stumbles 
through a rehearsal and performance of a 
farcical story, only to have everything go 
wrong. Lunch is included at the City Hotel 
prior to the 2pm matinee performance. $149

The Art of Matisse & 
Diebenkorn 
Museum	of	Modern	Art	San	Francisco
Tuesday, May 16

Two of the 20th Century’s most extraordinary 
painters! This is the first major exhibition to 
explore the inspiration Richard Diebenkorn 
found in the work of Henri Matisse. One 
hundred paintings and drawings reveal 
the connections between the two artists 
in subject, style, color, and technique, 
including Matisse’s The	 Blue	 Window and 
Diebenkorn’s Woman	 on	 a	 Porch. Enjoy a 
docent-led tour of the exhibit followed by 
free time to explore with lunch on your own 
in one of the museum cafes. $120

Brunch with Snoopy
Visit	the	Charles	M.	Schultz	Museum
Sunday, May 21

Spend a Sunday with one of Santa Rosa’s 
most famous residents: Snoopy! Created 
by Charles Schultz who worked from his 
home in Santa Rosa, you’ll discover, after 
a fabulous brunch at the Flamingo Resort, 
how one man’s love for his dog turned into 
Peanuts, the cartoon strip. $126

Roman Holiday
Golden	Gate	Theater,	San	Francisco
Saturday, May 27 or Wednesday, May 31

Cole Porter fans, hold onto your hats! This 
brand-new musical brings the Academy 
Award-winning movie that starred Audrey 
Hepburn and Gregory Peck to the Golden 
Gate Theatre, before its move to Broadway 
this fall. Follow the adventures of a restless 
European princess who escapes the 
confines of her traveling party only to 

meet a grizzled American journalist sent 
to cover her trip. Fall in love all over again 
with this long-awaited musical revival. Our 
Saturday trip includes lunch on your own in 
Union Square with orchestra seating for the 
2pm matinee and a return to Sacramento 
following the show. Our Wednesday trip 
includes a boxed snack onboard the coach 
en route to the 2pm matinee with orchestra 
seating and dinner on your own at Pier 39 
or Fisherman’s Wharf following the show. 
Saturday – $195, Wednesday – $165

The Fantasticks
East	Sonora	Theater
Sunday, June 4

Cultural barriers are broken with 
breathtaking poetry and subtle theatrical 
sophistication as boy meets girl, falls in love, 
grows apart and then find their way back 
to one another. A classic musical for your 
Sunday afternoon pleasure featuring great 
musical numbers like “Try to Remember” 
and “Soon It’s Gonna Rain.” Lunch is 
included at the City Hotel in Columbia. $149

Awesome ospreys and the 
Napa river
A	new	destination	aboard	the	m/s	Dolphin
Monday, June 12

You’ve driven over it and alongside it so 
now it is time to cruise on it! Join Barbara 
aboard the m/s	Dolphin for a 3-hour cruise 
up the Napa River, returning to view osprey 
nests on Mare Island and the Carquinez 
Bridges from below. This is a great trip for 
nature lovers, and those who love to explore 
familiar areas in new ways! A boxed lunch 
will be served during the cruise. $139

View From The Top
Tuesday, June 13

Permits for all new buildings in San 
Francisco mandate areas that are open 
and free to the public. When space next 
to the building is available, colorful little 
“parks” have been planted, and if no 
space is adjacent, a garden on the rooftop 
offers beautiful “views from the top.” With 
Craig Smith as our guide, this popular tour 

explores a variety of small public parks 
and rooftop gardens not frequently visited 
or easily noticed. This walking tour visits 
several buildings and locations in the 
downtown, financial, and Embarcadero 
Center and requires use of elevators and 
escalators. Enjoy an included lunch mid-day 
at Swiss Louis Restaurant on Pier 39. $127

A Magical Mystery Tour
A	new	mystery	daytrip	filled	with	surprises!
Thursday, June 15 or June 22

Have you ever wondered about taking a 
mystery trip but didn’t want to commit to a 
multi-day vacation? This is a great first-time 
mystery daytrip. We can’t give you too 
many clues so we’ll just say that a magical 
luncheon is included along with a matinee 
performance that is sure to leave you 
mystified and laughing. $159

“Summer of Love”
50th	Anniversary	in	San	Francisco
Tuesday, June 20

In commemoration of what is now known 
as “The Summer of Love,” the city of San 
Francisco celebrates the 50th Anniversary 
of this memorable period with a variety 
of exhibits and remembrances. Join our 
resident SF guide Craig Smith as we revisit 
the cultural sites and events that led up to this 
transformative moment in California history. 
Included is a tour of the Haight-Ashbury 
district, including painted apartments 
buildings, the Grateful Dead Victorian, 
Golden Gate Park, the Jefferson Airplane 
Mansion, the Janis Joplin apartment, Buena 
Vista Park, and a special photographic 
exhibit at the California Historical Society. 
Lunch is included at the Beach Chalet in 
Golden Gate Park. Wearing tie-dye clothing, 
love beads, and daisies in your hair are 
optional! $134

Joseph and the The 
Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat
Fallon	House	Theatre,	Columbia
Sunday, June 25

This fun and hip adaptation of the biblical 

Day Trips & Theatre Outings
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tale of Joseph is one of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s musical sensations. Always a 
Sports Leisure favorite, this show features 
Webber’s eclectic score of calypso, rock 
and roll and more with songs like “Any 
Dream Will Do” and “Close Every Door.” 
Lunch is included at the City Hotel prior to 
the 2pm matinee performance. $149

Wright on the Bay
Floating	Homes	and	the	Marin	Civic	Center
Tuesday, June 27

A fun day of exploration in Marin as we 
visit the community of floating houseboats 
in Sausalito and the Marin Civic Center 
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. Begin with 
a private tour of several of the “Floating 
Homes” moored permanently in Sausalito 
with residents of the community who can 
share and answer questions about their 
unique way of living. With no two the same, 
each is customized for the families who 
choose to live on the water. In the afternoon 
enjoy another private tour of the Marin 
Civic Center designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright. With the majority of his homes and 
buildings located in the eastern U.S., this is 
a rare opportunity to experience the genius 
and creativity of America’s most renowned 
architect. In between tours, free time is 
included mid-day in Sausalito for lunch and 
browsing on your own. $126

The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time
Golden	Gate	Theater,	SF
Wednesday June 28, or Saturday, July 15

Winner of the 2015 Tony Award for Best 
New Play, the acclaimed National Theatre 
production of The	 Curious	 Incident	 of	 the	
Dog	 In	 The	 Night-Time is now on its first 
North American tour! The story takes place 
in Swinton, London, where fifteen-year-
old Christopher lives. Christopher has an 
extraordinary brain and is exceptionally 
intelligent. His neighbor’s dog, Wellington, is 
found dead in the garden and Christopher 
decides to investigate. Wednesday trips 
include a box lunch on board the coach, 
orchestra seating for the 2pm matinee, 
dinner on your own at Pier 39 or Fisherman’s 
Wharf after the show and a return to 
Sacramento following dinner. The Saturday 

trip includes lunch on your own in Union 
Square, and orchestra seating for the 2pm 
matinee. Return to Sacramento after the 
show. Wednesday – $165, Saturday – $195

La Boheme
San	Francisco	Opera	House
Sunday, July 2

Puccini’s timeless story of love, 
heartbreak, and the fragility of life returns to 
San Francisco Opera by popular demand. 
With its rich and memorable melodies, this 
favorite of operas continues to warm and 
enrich audiences with heartfelt harmonies 
and story of joy and sorrow of struggling 
artists in 19th Century Paris. Your choice 
of seating is in the side sections of the 
Orchestra or Dress Circle of the first balcony 
for the 2pm matinee. Be advised that Dress 
Circle requires use of steep stairs with no 
availability of handrails. A stop is included 
in Union Square for a no-host lunch prior to 
the 2pm matinee. Orchestra – $215, Dress 

Circle – $186

Degas, Impressionism and 
the Paris Millinery Trade 
and the Summer of Love: 
Art, Fashion, Rock & Roll 
Legion	of	Honor	and	de	Young	Museums
Thursday, July 13 

Enjoy an interesting day of contrasting 
exhibits beginning in the morning at The 
Legion of Honor for Degas,	 Impressionism	
and	 the	Paris	Millinery	Trade.	Featuring 60 
paintings and pastels by Edgar Degas, 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Edouard Manet, 
Mary Cassett, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, 
plus 40 exquisite period hats, many of these 
works have never before been exhibited in 
the U.S. An accompanying audio guide is 
included for your enjoyment of this exhibit. 
In the afternoon we move to the nearby 
de Young Museum for Summer	 of	 Love:	
Art,	 Fashion	 and	 Rock	 &	 Roll. Celebrating 
the 50th Anniversary of San Francisco’s 
counterculture that blossomed in 1967, 
the exhibit presents a wide array of iconic 
rock posters, clothing, photographs, and 
music and light shows. Wearing a French 
chapeau, love beads, tie-dye, fringe, or 
daisies is optional! Lunch is on your own at 
either museum. $111

Beach Blanket Babylon
Sunday, July 16

There’s nothing quite like Beach	 Blanket	
Babylon. San Francisco’s longest-running 
staged comedy show pokes fun at everyone 
– politicians, celebrities and other folks in 
the public eye. The songs are hilarious, the 
dancing wonderful, and the hats are really, 
really big! Reserved seats are upstairs (no 
elevator) in this historic theatre in the center 
balcony. Enjoy an included lunch at Trattoria 
Pinocchio. $178

Take the Train to oakland
Featuring	the	Photography	of	Dorothea	
Lange	at	the	Oakland	Museum
Thursday, July 20

An enjoyable day out in Oakland! Board 
Amtrak’s Capitol	Corridor for the short ride 
to Jack London Square. Lunch is included 
on the water at Kincaid’s. A short distance 
away is the Oakland Museum of California, 
featuring an exhibit of the photographs of 
Dorothea Lange. Through the lens of her 
camera, Lange documented American 
life with riveting, intimate photographs that 
showed the major issues of the times. From 
documenting the plight of Dust Bowl migrants 
during the Great Depression to magnifying 
the grim conditions of incarcerated 
Japanese Americans during World War 
II, Lange’s photographs demonstrate 
how empathy and compassion – focused 
through art – can trigger political action. 
View approximately 100 photographs, 
including vintage prints, unedited proof 
sheets, personal memorabilia, and historic 
objects. Return to Sacramento in the late 
afternoon by coach. $155

Gilroy Garlic Festival
Friday, July 28

Our daytrips to Gilroy for its annual Garlic 
Festival continue to sell out! Here’s your 
next opportunity to try everything under 
the sun made with garlic, even ice cream! 
Arrive when the gates open at 10am (7am 
departure from Sacramento) to beat the 
summer heat. We’ll also stop at famous 
Casa de Fruta to purchase fresh fruits and 
vegetables on our way home, arriving back 
in Sacramento around 4pm. $95
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At Sports Leisure Vacations, you come 
first! That’s why YOU get to have a voice 
in deciding where our future tours will go. 
Below you will see several destinations we 
are considering for 2017 and beyond. Some 
are date specific – we know we’re going 
but prices are not yet determined because 
air or hotel space isn’t yet available. If you 
are interested in any of these tours, please 
call and place your name on the Priority 

Notification List! You will receive first shot 
at signing up including the opportunity to 
take advantage of Early Payment Di$counts!

A Titanic Trip to La La Land!
Featuring	the	Titanic	Exhibit	at	Reagan	
Library	and	the	Hollywood	Bowl
3 Days • September 6-8, 2017

A new exhibit focused on the Titanic	
comes to the Ronald Reagan Library and 
reunites passenger artifacts for the first 
time in 100 years. We’ll also pay a visit to 
the Hollywood Bowl for one of its popular 
evening “Big Screen” movie events: Singing	
in	 the	 Rain! Watch the movie outdoors 
while the Hollywood Bowl Symphony plays 
live. Enjoy a walking and tasting tour of the 
famous LA Farmer’s Market and some free 
time to explore the museums of LA’s Miracle 
Mile including the LA County Museum 
of Art, the La Brea Tar Pits and the new 
Petersen Auto Museum. We might even 
head downtown for a visit to LA’s newest 
attraction, Skyspace, and have lunch at 
venerable Clifton’s Cafeteria!

ice Magic Festival in the 
Canadian rockies
The	Lake	Louise	ice	carving	competition
5 Days • January 2018

Set in the spectacular surroundings of 
Lake Louise, the Ice Magic Festival is a 
world-class event with over 20 years of 
history. Watch as talented ice artists from 
around the world skillfully sculpt towering 
one-of-a-kind works of art from 300lb blocks 
of solid ice over a grueling 34 hours. You 
are able to wander amongst the emerging 
sculptures watching the magic in action. 
Attractions will include a horse drawn sleigh 

ride around Lake Louise and a helicopter 
flight into the wilderness where dog sleds 
will be waiting to take you for a ride. Visit the 
town of Banff and ride the gondola.

Cruising Around Cape horn & 
South America
16 Days • March 2-17, 2018

Cruising aboard Holland America’s 
ms	 Zaandam is cruising in style. A much 
smaller ship than the “mega” ships that are 
on the world’s oceans, she accommodates 
fewer than 1,500 passengers. Begin your 
voyage with a two-night stay in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. Your ports of call include 
Montevideo, Uruguay and the Falkland 
Islands before passing through the Strait 
of Magellan. Visit Punta Arenas, Chile and 
Ushuaia, Argentina and experience the 
amazing scenic beauty of Glacier Alley, one 
of the most magical seascapes on the planet, 
as Patagonian tidewater glaciers unfold one 
by one at the tip of South America. Finish 
your voyage in Santiago, Chile. 

Alaska’s Aurora Borealis
7 Days • March 16-22, 2018

Three sold out trips to Alaska to witness 
the amazing Northern Lights in as many 
years. What’s more amazing, is these tours 
are continually filled from our Priority 

Notification List or waiting lists! Highlights 
include charming accommodations in 
lodges, travel aboard the Alaskan Railroad 
and a glacier cruise on Prince William 
Sound, not to mention the chance to see one 
of nature’s wonders! This tour is limited to 20 
passengers prepared for cold weather!

Tulip Time in europe
A	river	cruise	on	AMA’s	AmaPrima
11 Days • April 11-21, 2018

Discover the beauty and history of 
the Dutch and Belgian waterways in 
the spring. Admire the spectacular tulip 
carpets in Keukenhof Gardens. Visit the 
lush green countryside of Kinderdijk, home 
to the country’s greatest concentration of 
windmills, and experience Amsterdam’s 
distinctive architecture and vibrant nightlife. 

A wonderful opportunity to admire the great 
medieval cities of Antwerp and Ghent and 
to delve into the cultural traditions of the 
friendly Dutch and Flemish people awaits 
you. Includes roundtrip airfare to Amsterdam 
and two nights pre-cruise accommodations

Disneyland in Spring
4 Days • Spring 2018

We’ve sent two groups to Disneyland the 
past two years and had a great time with 
both. People saw the photos in the newsletter 
and on our FaceBook page and so interest 
remains high! Since the last two trips were in 
the fall, we’re thinking spring next year! The 
tour would include a historic walking tour of 
Disneyland with lunch, admission to one or 
both of the theme parks (your choice), and 
dinner with a Disney historian and author.

Chicago is My Kind of Town
Featuring	a	performance	of	Love	Never	
Dies,	the	sequel	to	Phantom	of	the	Opera
5 Days • February 2018

Visit Chicago and experience the little 
known sequel to Phantom	 of	 the	 Opera,	
Love	Never	Dies. Andrew Lloyd Webber is 
bringing back the show after a long absence 
and Chicago will host it in February. The tour 
will include visits to several of the world-
famous museums, local touring, and the 
opportunity to return home to Sacramento 
aboard Amtrak’s California	Zephyr. 

Christmas Markets aboard the 
American Queen
December 2018

European-style Christmas Markets on 
the Mississippi River? Oh, yes! In fact, 
their popularity requires that you consider 
this cruise over a year in advance. Fly to 
Memphis for a one-night hotel stay at the 
Sheraton Hotel Downtown prior to the cruise. 
Christmas at Graceland alone is worth the 
price of the trip! Your southbound cruise 
includes ports of call in historic Vicksburg, 
Natchez, St. Francisville, Baton Rouge and 
ends in New Orleans. A special stop will 
be at the Antebellum riverside plantation of 
Nottoway for a holiday dinner banquet.

Teasers
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New Vacations & Getaways
Take the Empire Builder –
Chicago to Seattle
An	air/rail	journey	along	one	of	one	of	
Amtrak’s	most	scenic	routes
5 Days • September 23-27

H Highlights H

• Explore Chicago: Your choice of the 
Chicago Museum of Science & Industry 
or the Art Institute of Chicago, guided 
neighborhood tour, ride the new Ferris 
wheel on Navy Pier

• Discover Seattle: Private tour of the 
Chihuly Garden of Glass, city views from 
high atop the Space Needle, shopping at 
famous Pike Place Market

• Deluxe sleeper accommodations on 
board Amtrak’s Empire	Builder for your 
44-hour journey from Chicago to Seattle

• Unique Meals: A Polish dinner at 
Staropolska, Sunday Brunch at Chief 
O’Neill’s Pub, Lunch on the waterfront at 
Cutters Crabhouse

• Two nights in downtown Chicago at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel with daily cooked-
to-order breakfast and Manager’s nightly 
Reception

• Fly to Chicago/return flight from Seattle
• 10 meals: (4FB,1BR,2L,3D)
• Door-to-door airport service
• 2700/3950 Gold Passport Points

Considered by many to be one of the 
most beautiful of Amtrak’s routes, the Empire	
Builder traverses a portion of the country 
visited by precious few and passes within a 
glimpse of Glacier National Park. Interested 
in seeing more of Chicago during your visit? 
Inquire to combine this rail trip with our 
“Chicago: Your Kind of Town” tour for a 
special vacation.

1. Meet your traveling party at the airport 
for your morning flight to Chicago. From 
the airport you have the option of a visit 
to either the Art Institute of Chicago or the 
Chicago Museum of Science and Industry. 
Considered by many to be the finest art 
museum in the country, the Art Institute 
of Chicago features works spanning the 
centuries including Georges Seurat’s 
A	 Sunday	 on	 La	 Grande	 Jatte, Pablo 
Picasso’s The	 Old	 Guitarist, and Grant 

Wood’s American	 Gothic. The Chicago 
Museum of Science and Industry features 
a recreated coal mine, a real German 
submarine from World War II, and original 
cars from the Pioneer	Zephyr train that ran 
between Chicago and Denver, amongst 
many other fabulous exhibits. Enjoy lunch 
at either museum before checking into your 
accommodations for the evening. Dinner 
tonight is a real treat: a traditional Polish 
meal at Staropolska. Embassy Suites 

Downtown Chicago – 2 nights (D)

2. Sunday Brunch is served at Chief 
O’Neill’s Pub this morning, named for the 
longtime Chicago Chief of Police. In the 
afternoon explore several neighborhoods of 
Chicago on a guided tour. Visit a Mexican 
bakery, Chinatown and the Polish Museum. 
(FB,BR)

3. Discover famous Navy Pier this 
morning and ride the new Ferris Wheel (the 
old one is now in Branson, MO). We’ll buy 
you a hot dog on the pier before heading 
to Union Station to meet Amtrak’s Empire	
Builder, departing at 2pm for Seattle. On 
board the train, you’ll have private sleeping 
accommodations (either a full Bedroom with 
private bath and shower or a Roommette, 
a smaller accommodation with shared 
facilities). Your car will have an attendant to 
assist you and, as a First Class passenger, 
your meals in the dining car are included in 

The	Empire	Builder	crosses	the	Two	Medicine	Trestle,	just	east	of	Glacier	National	Park

your fare! From Chicago, you’ll travel north 
through Wisconsin falling asleep to the 
rhythm of the train as you traverse Minnesota 
into the night. On board the Empire Builder 

– 2 nights (FB,D)

4. Rise and shine in North Dakota and 
enjoy breakfast as the towns of Minot, Stanley 
and Williston pass by your window. The vast 
northern plains stretch out before you as 
your train continues into Montana. Lakes, 
forests and glacier-carved valleys meet you 
as you approach Glacier National Park in 
the evening, the sun setting in between East 
and West Glacier. The panoramic windows 
in the Sightseer Lounge allow you to enjoy 
your surroundings. (FB,L,D)

5. Arrive in Seattle in the late morning. An 
early lunch is included at Cutters Crabhouse, 
right along the waterfront. After some time 
to do a little shopping at Pike Place Market, 
discover the city’s best known attractions 
with a private tour of Chihuly’s Garden and 
Glass, featuring works by the famed artist, 
and a view unsurpassed from the top of the 
iconic Space Needle. Your flight returns you 
home in the evening. (FB,L)

$2680 p.p./dbl.occ., $3930 single 

Bedroom Accommodation

$2680 single (no dbl.occ. available) 

Roomette Accommodation

$ave $75 until May 9*
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Catalina island Getaway
4 Days • October 1-4

Catalina Island isn’t a destination; it’s a 
state of mind. And October is the perfect 
time to visit, with mild temperatures and 
long after the summer crowds are gone. 
Our annual escape to the island “26 miles 
across the sea” features three nights at the 
Pavilion Lodge, in the heart of Avalon, right 
on the harbor and within walking distance of 
countless shops and restaurants. Begin with 
a short flight to Southern California. Enjoy 
a tour and spectacular Sunday Brunch 
aboard the Queen	 Mary, moored in Long 
Beach Harbor. Travel aboard the high-speed 
Catalina	Express ferry to the island. At your 
hotel, enjoy a wine reception each night and 
a continental breakfast each morning.

The itinerary includes several adventures 
on the island as well as plenty of free time 
to enjoy additional activities or time to relax 
on your own. Included in the package is a 
behind-the-scenes tour of Catalina’s famous 
ballroom and Casino Building. Catch a 
glimpse of the underwater world surrounding 
the island on board a semi-submersible 
vehicle. Additionally, view Avalon and its 
beautiful harbor from high above on the 
Inland Motor Tour; the tour follows the 
island’s original stagecoach route aboard a 
specially designed bus and visits the Native 
Plant Nursery, the Bald Eagle Habitat, the 
Airport in the Sky, and Conservancy Nature 
Center. A final night dinner is just steps 
from your hotel. A mid-morning return to the 
mainland by ferry allows you time for lunch 
in Long Beach at Parker’s Lighthouse prior 
to your late afternoon flight home.

The tour includes door-to-door service, 
roundtrip airfare, deluxe motorcoach 
transportation, accommodations and 
three tours on Catalina Island, 6 meals 
(3B,1BR,1L,1D), and the services of a 
Sports Leisure Vacations Tour Director. 
1750/2000 Gold Passport Points

$1740 p.p./dbl.occ., $1990 single

$ave $50 until May 9*

New england Fall Foliage 
Spectacular
Leaf	peeping	in	Vermont,	New	Hampshire	
and	along	the	Maine	coast
8 Days • October 8-15

H Highlights H

• 3 nights at the Basin Harbor Resort on 
Lake Champlain

• 1 night each: Manchester and Loon 
Mountain

• 2 nights in Portland, Maine
• Visit the Rock of Ages, Quechee Gorge, 

Shelburne Museum and Montpelier
• Mount Washington Cog Railway
• Loon Mountain Aerial Tram and Norlands 

Living History Center
• Round trip airfare to Manchester/from 

Boston
• 14 meals: 7 full breakfasts, 2 lunches, 

5 dinners including the Café	Lafayette	
Dinner	Train	and a real Maine “lobstah 
suppah”

• Door-to-door airport service
• 3650/4000 Gold Passport Points 

1. Fly to Manchester, NH, aboard 
Southwest Airlines and overnight locally. 
Rest well for your Fall Foliage Spectacular 
begins in earnest tomorrow! Courtyard by 

Marriott 
2. Travel the slow and scenic route to 

Quechee Gorge, Vermont’s little Grand 
Canyon, for stunning views. You’ll find the 
quintessential New England small town 
at your midday stop in Woodstock before 
continuing on to Basin Harbor. Whether you 

select the main lodge (an option for single 
travelers) or a detached Lake Champlain-
view cabin, you’re guaranteed to rest well 
in this magical place! At day’s end, gather 
for a welcome reception at the lodge and 
dinner in the Main Dining Room. Basin 

Harbor Resort – 3 nights (FB,D)

3. See the largest granite quarry in the 
world, the Rock of Ages, where your guide 
will share his passion for all things granite. 
After touring the quarry, visit the state-of-
the-art factory to “Meet the Masters,” a 
behind-the-scenes experience with granite 
sculptors who will demonstrate the creative 
process from clay and plaster models to 
the final stone creation. Next you’ll visit the 
nation’s smallest state capital, Montpelier, 
with a population just under 8,000 for lunch 
on your own, but save room for dessert! Have 
you ever heard of Sugar on Snow? It’s the 
Vermont term for fresh maple syrup, heated 
until it turns into a taffy-like confection, then 
drizzled over shaved ice. It is heavenly and 
Morse Farm, a seventh-generation maple 
syrup producer, still serves it up the old-
fashioned way – with sour pickles! (FB,D)

4. This morning enjoy a local history 
talk by the owners of Basin Harbor over 
breakfast. Then you’re off to “New England’s 
Smithsonian,” the Shelburne Museum. The 
afternoon is at your leisure to explore and 
enjoy your lakeside paradise, followed by 
a special 6-course dinner including wine 
pairings for a memorable farewell to Basin 
Harbor. (FB,D) 

Who’s	ready	for	some	ziplining	on	Catalina	Island?	Optional,	of	course!

Proud members of the
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5. The beauty of the mountains and the 
thrill of ascending the Northeast’s highest 
peak are just as enchanting today as they 
were in 1869 when Sylvester Marsh opened 
the world’s first mountain-climbing railroad 
on New Hampshire’s Mount Washington. 
Nearly 150 years later, the Mount Washington 
Cog Railway continues to provide a sense 
of adventure and history as it carries 
passengers up a 3-mile-long trestle and the 
steepest railroad tracks in North America to 
the 6,288-foot summit. There you’ll have a 
spectacular panoramic view; spanning the 
mountains and valleys of New Hampshire, 
Maine, and Vermont and north into Canada 
and east to the Atlantic Ocean. In Lincoln, 
New Hampshire the Café	 Lafayette	 Dinner	
Train awaits your arrival with beautifully 
restored railcars, sunset over fall colors, and 
a two-hour culinary experience you’ll long 
remember. Loon Mountain Resort (FB,D)

6. Ascend Loon Mountain with an aerial 
tram ride to the top for spectacular views. 
Travel the famed Kancamagus Highway, 
a 34.5-mile drive now designated as an 
American Scenic Byway for its rich history 
and aesthetic beauty. Your final destination 
is Portland, Maine, which you’ll explore 
with a local guide. Your hotel is located in 
the Old Port District, a vibrant area home 
to numerous boutiques, cafes and bistros. 
Holiday Inn – 2 nights (FB)

7. Spend much of your last full day 
exploring the countryside around Portland 
including stops at Ricker Hills Apple 
Orchard and Norlands Living History Center, 
the latter a late 1800s working farm where 
you’ll have lunch and participate in one of 
its entertaining and educational programs. 
After freshening up back at the hotel, head 
out for a farewell dinner – none other than 
a traditional Maine “lobstah suppah.” (They 
may talk funny in Maine, but the lobsters are 
mouth-watering!) (FB,L,D)

8. After an included breakfast, depart for 
the Boston where you’ll follow the footsteps 
of history on a city driving tour. Lunch is 
served in the historic surrounds of Union 
Oyster House before heading to the airport 
and your return flight home. (FB,L) 

$3635 p.p., dbl.occ./$3999 single

Magnificent Mammoth 
in Autumn
Featuring	Tioga	Pass	and	Bodie	State	
Historical	Park
4 Days • October 12-15

1. Travel across one of the most 
breathtaking roads in California. With awe-
inspiring scenery and dramatic views of 
the Sierra Nevada, the Tioga Pass Road 
through Yosemite is a spectacular drive. 
Arrive in Mammoth Lakes late afternoon and 
check in to the Lodge. Mammoth Mountain 

Inn – 3 nights (L)

2-3. Explore the Eastern Sierra these next 
two days, learning more about the geology 
and people who call this area home. 
Activities include a visit to Devil’s Postpile 
National Monument, Mono Lake and a drive 
around the June Lake Loop taking in the 
beautiful colors of autumn. A visit to Bodie 
State Park, a historic gold mining town 
preserved in “arrested decay,” is a fantastic 
drive and interesting day. From Mammoth 
Mountain to the village and lakes, you’ll 
experience the beauty that is autumn in the 
Sierras. Please note: all activities are subject 
to weather and road conditions. (2L,D)

4. Head north on Highway 395, along the 
base of the Sierra Nevada, climbing to South 
Lake Tahoe for Sunday Brunch at Harrah’s 
Forest Buffet. Return to Sacramento in the 
late afternoon. (BR)

This mountain vacation includes roundtrip 

transportation aboard SuperCoach	 III, 
accommodations, 5 meals (1BR,3L,1D), 
all tours and attractions listed, and the 
services of a Sports Leisure Vacations 
Tour Director. Please note: this trip travels 
over roads above 9,000 feet and the hotel 
is located at 9,000 feet. This trip is not 

recommended for those with heart or 

respiratory conditions. 1150/1300 Gold 
Passport Points

$1130 p.p./dbl.occ., $1275 single

$ave $35 until May 9*

An American Portrait – 
A Fall Colors Mystery Tour
6 Days • October 12-17

This was an easy trip to name, because 
as the itinerary came together, there was 
this wonderful canvas of important historical 
figures; people who in some cases we have 
overlooked in our studies and our travels. 
People who did significant things in these 
United States.

You’ll marvel at an engineering feat that 
was ahead of its time, and see so many great 
attractions and have so much fun, you’ll 
probably think to yourself, “It’s a Wonderful 
Life!” Ladies who like history will find this trip 
of particular interest, as will those who enjoy 
ice cream. Look here, don’t point your finger 
that direction: If you want to find what you 
are looking for, point west towards the lakes, 
because “that must be the place.” 

Explore	the	ghost	town	of	Bodie	while	experiencing	the	autumn	colors	of	Mammoth	Lakes
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Many years ago, people came to one 
of our destinations to discover something 
about themselves. Wonder how they feel 
about that adventure now? Oh, and “Please 
remember not to put anything in the water 
that could kill the fish,” in the words of the 
late explorer Henry Hudson. By the way, is 
that a river or a ledge? Or maybe it’s both.

OK, we’ve practically given it away with 
all of those obvious clues. Now all that’s 
left is for you to call and sign up. Mark will 
be your Tour Director as you head into the 
wilderness… The package includes door-
to-door airport service, roundtrip airfare, 
11 meals, all tours and admissions. It’s 
an American History lesson of the most 
interesting kind. 2700/3000 Gold Passport 
Points

$2655 p.p./dbl.occ., $2985 single

$ave $100 until May 9*

Tonopah, Laughlin & 
Las Vegas by 
SuperCoach III
Featuring	a	fresh	approach	to	one	of	our	
most	popular	all-coach	trips
7 Days • October 29 – November 4 

1. Meet up with your fellow travelers this 
morning after a transfer from your home to the 
Sports Leisure office. Depart our office on 
board SuperCoach	III for the south shore of 
Lake Tahoe where you will enjoy the popular 
Forest Buffet at Harrah’s. Continue your 
travels down Highway 395, crisscrossing 
between California and Nevada as you 
make your way to Tonopah. Indulge yourself 
at the Mizpah Hotel, a landmark of luxury 
since 1907. Its origins date back to the days 
when Tonopah was the last of the Wild West 
boomtowns, bustling with those seeking 
fortunes in the silver mines. The Mizpah was 
restored to its original elegance and comfort 
in 2011. Due to a limited number of two-
bedded rooms the Mizpah hotel, additional 
rooms will be provided at the nearby Best 

Western High Desert Inn. (BR)

2. Heading south stop for lunch in Beatty 
with a chance to visit the large candy store 
there. Continue on to Las Vegas, where 
you will check in to your hotel located on 
Fremont Street, the five block entertainment 
and gaming district in downtown Las Vegas. 
Golden Nugget – 2 nights (L)

3. Today is at your leisure to explore some 
of the amazing hotels and casinos in Las 
Vegas. There are also many opportunities 
for shopping throughout the area. A mid-
morning shuttle will offered to visit the strip. 
This evening enjoy the Neon Museum’s 
“boneyard” tour of the incredible collection 
of retired neon signs, many from the gone-
but-not-forgotten casinos of old. (You may 
opt out of this tour and deduct $20 from the 
price of your tour. Please let us know at the 
time of your reservation.)

4. Travel to Laughlin this morning, with a 
stop for lunch at the popular Firelight Buffet 
at Sam’s Town with some free time to hit 
the slots or tables (or shops). Check into 
your hotel later this afternoon and enjoy the 
view of the Colorado River from your room. 
Tonight enjoy the casino action or take 
a short water taxi ride on the river to see 
the lights of Laughlin. Golden Nugget – 2 

nights (L)

5. Travel the Colorado River by jet boat to 
Lake Havasu, home of the famous London 
Bridge. View breathtaking Topock Gorge, 
only accessible by river, which features 
volcanic rock faces, enchanting emerald 
waters, ancient Indian petro glyphs, and 
desert wildlife. Enjoy a hosted lunch and 
some free time in Lake Havasu before 
returning to Laughlin via SuperCoach	III. (If 

you opt out of the jet boat ride and lunch at 
Lake Havasu, you may deduct $100 from the 
price of the tour. Again, please let us know 
at the time of your reservation.) (L-opt.)

6. Depart Laughlin this morning for the 
trip back to Sacramento. We have added 
an additional night to break up this journey. 
Stop in Yermo for lunch at the fabulous 
and fun Peggy Sue’s. Continue on through 
Mojave and Bakersfield to the Tachi Palace 
Hotel & Casino for one more opportunity 
at the slots. This beautiful hotel is one of 
the finest casino hotels in California. Tachi 

Palace Hotel & Casino (L)

7. The final stretch to Sacramento is not so 
long today. Enjoy a relaxing morning before 
traveling north, arriving in Sacramento in the 
early afternoon. Your transportation home 
awaits at the Sports Leisure office. (L)

This tour includes door-to-door service, 
roundtrip motorcoach service, 6 meals 
(1BR,5L), all included tours and attractions, 
and the services of a Sports Leisure 

Vacations Tour Director. 1800/2050 Gold 
Passport Points

$1755 p.p./dbl.occ., $2035 single

$ave $50 until May 9*

Discover	London	Bridge	during	a	trip	to	Lake	Havasu	on	Tonopah,	Laughlin	&	Las	Vegas
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All Around California 
by rail
Featuring	five	scenic	Amtrak	routes	through	
the	Golden	State
6 Days • November 7-12

H Highlights H

• Ride Amtrak’s San	Joaquin, Surfliner 
(twice), Coast	Starlight and Capitol	
Corridor trains

• SuperCoach	III provides all transfers, city 
sightseeing and transports your luggage

• Enjoy an authentic Basque dinner in 
Bakersfield

• Lunch and tour at Union Station in 
Los Angeles 

• Tour San Diego by Old Town Trolley
• 9 meals: 3 full breakfasts, 1 brunch, 

2 lunches, 3 dinners
• Door-to-door service
• 2250/2550 Gold Passport Points

1. Your train adventure begins with a 
transfer to the Sacramento Valley Station 
to meet an early morning departure of the 
San	Joaquin. While your luggage travels on 
board SuperCoach	III, you will enjoy a scenic 
ride through the Central Valley. Disembark in 
Hanford for lunch. A few miles to the south, 
discover one of California’s gems, Colonel 
Allensworth State Historic Park. A unique 
history awaits. Continue to Bakersfield, 
for your overnight accommodations and a 
filling Basque-style dinner. Hilton Garden 

Inn (L,D)

2. Travel by coach over Tejon Pass and 
the Grapevine into Los Angeles to enjoy a 

walking tour of LA’s Union Station with guides 
from the Los Angeles Conservancy. Lunch 
is also included at the station’s restaurant, 
Traxx. At 3pm, board the very comfortable 
Surfliner for the coastal route journey to San 
Diego, arriving late in the afternoon. Your 
hotel offers a nightly Manager’s Reception 
and daily cooked-to-order breakfast. 
Embassy Suites San Diego – 2 nights 
(FB,L)

3. The day is yours to take in the many 
sights and delights of San Diego. We’ll start 
with a private city tour on board an Old 
Town Trolley. Following the tour you have the 
opportunity to get off-and-on at many points 
of interest throughout the city including 
Old Town, Balboa Park and the waterfront. 
In the late afternoon, depart for Coronado 
Island with a stop at the beautiful Hotel 
Del Coronado before dinner at the historic 
Boathouse Restaurant, which overlooks the 
harbor. (FB,D)

4. Return to San Diego’s Amtrak station 
and reboard the Surfliner. Head north 
through Los Angeles and up the Pacific 
Coast. You’ll arrive in Santa Barbara in 
the mid-afternoon and transfer to Solvang 
via SuperCoach	 III. En route to your hotel, 
pause for dinner at The Hitchin’ Post, made 
famous in the movie Sideways. Your home 
tonight is located in the heart of California’s 
“Little Denmark.” Hotel Corque (FB,D)

5. Continue your discovery of Solvang’s 
many charms in the morning with a tour by 
horse-drawn trolley. Be sure to visit the shops 

and bakeries celebrating the community’s 
Danish heritage. Next, journey to San Luis 
Obispo by coach for lunch at the Apple 
Farm Inn, a true Sports Leisure favorite. 
Afterwards, board the Coast	 Starlight for 
a ride through the Salinas Valley with an 
evening arrival in San Jose. Hilton Hotel

6. A lavish Sunday Brunch at the historic 
Hayes Mansion serves as a wonderful final 
gathering just before boarding the Capitol	
Corridor for the return to Sacramento in 
the afternoon. Our fleet of limousines and 
sedans will be waiting at the Amtrak depot 
to return you home. (BR)

$2240 p.p./dbl.occ., $2545 single

$ave $75 until May 9*

Thanksgiving in New York
New	itinerary!	New	experiences!	Isn’t	it	
time	to	visit	again?
6 Days • November 19-24

H Highlights H

• 5 nights at the Marriott Marquis Hotel on 
Times Square

• Tickets to two Broadway shows including 
one of your choosing

• Radio City Music Hall Rockettes’ 
Christmas Spectacular

• Theatre talk with nationally-syndicated 
critic Peter Filichia

• Visit Liberty and Ellis Islands
• Experience Disney’s Behind	the	Magic
• Tour the 9/11 Memorial Museum and take 

in the view at One World Observatory
• See the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
• 5 memorable meals featuring a 

spectacular Thanksgiving dinner cruise 
aboard the Bateaux New York and an 
evening at Dizzy’s Jazz Club

• Roundtrip airfare to/from New York’s 
LaGuardia Airport

• Door-to-door airport service
• 4000/4600 Gold Passport Points

1. As Thanksgiving ushers in the 
Christmas season, you’ll be in the middle 
of it all as you check-in to New York’s 
best address, located directly on Times 

Square. Marriott Marquis – 5 nights (D)

2. Disney on Broadway’s Behind	 the	
Magic tour is set in the historic New 
Amsterdam Theatre, original home of the 
Ziegfeld Follies, on famed 42nd Street. After 
this behind-the-scenes experience, head to 

Walk	in	the	footsteps	of	the	movie	stars	who	arrived	and	departed	by	train	on	a	guided	tour	of	LA’s	historic	
Union	Station
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Rockefeller Center to see the sights there: 
from the iconic Channel Gardens, Saks Fifth 
Avenue (and its stunning holiday window 
displays) and, of course, St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral. An afternoon drive Uptown will 
encircle Central Park and include stops at 
Strawberry Fields and Lincoln Center. In 
the evening, Dizzy’s Jazz Club serves up a 
great dinner and toe-tapping jazz for a night 
of music and dancing. (D)

3. Travel like a real New Yorker, by subway, 
Downtown for a lunch featuring syndicated 
theatre critic Peter Filichia to learn what’s hot 
and what’s not on the Great White Way. The 
afternoon focuses on the past and present 
of the World Trade Center where you’ll 
visit the 9/11 Memorial Museum and take 
in the breathtaking view from One World 
Observatory, located high atop 1776-foot-
tall Freedom Tower. Tonight is your first taste 
of Broadway – show to be announced. (L)

4. Join your Tour Director for a morning 
adventure to Liberty and Ellis Islands by 
subway and ferry. The afternoon is yours for 
personal exploration. How about a visit to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art or shopping on 
famed Fifth Avenue? The family-style Italian 
dinner at Carmine’s is a New York tradition, 
followed by a performance of the Broadway 
show of your choice. You tell us the show 
– play or musical, on or off-Broadway – 
you wish to see and we’ll take care of the 
rest. Check out the possibilities now at 
www.broadway.com. (D)

5. It’s the exciting Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade! Join the anxious throngs on the 
streets or watch on television in the comfort 
of your room. The parade route is along 6th 
Avenue, only one block from the hotel. In the 
afternoon, journey to Radio City Music Hall 
for the Rockettes’ Christmas Spectacular. 
A Thanksgiving dinner cruise follows aboard 
the elegant, glass-roofed Bateaux	New	York	
featuring excellent food, live music and 
great sightseeing as the stars come out over 
the Big Apple. (D)

6. The short trip to LaGuardia Airport 
for your early afternoon flight brings 
Thanksgiving in New York to a close.

$3995 p.p./dbl.occ., $4580 single

$ave $125 until May 9*

Thanksgiving at the 
National hotel in Jackson
2 Days • November 23-24

Enjoy a holiday dinner at the historic 
National Hotel in Jackson. The following 
day, the town has a special Christmas 
celebration we will be a part of. Explore 
the shops of Jackson and Sutter Creek, 
in search of the perfect gift. The package 
includes Thanksgiving Dinner, breakfast 
and a special entertainment surprise. Leave 
mid-day on Thanksgiving, return at 4pm the 
next afternoon. 

Note: The National Hotel offers only rooms 
with one queen bed. Those wishing two-
bedded rooms will be accommodated at 
the Best Western Amador Inn, two blocks 
away. Transportation will be provided. The 
National Hotel is haunted. Big time. Single 
guests wishing to avoid the ghosts may 
also stay at the BW. 350/400 Gold Passport 
Points

$345 p.p./dbl.occ., $395 single 

Add door-to-door service for $80 p.p.

Christmas in Leavenworth 
& Spokane
5 Days • December 2-6

Many of you have traveled with us to the 
Bavarian-style village of Leavenworth, in 
the Cascade Mountains east of Seattle, in 
the summer months. Some have stayed in 
the elegant Davenport Hotel in Spokane. 
Now, we offer you the opportunity to return 
and see the town and the hotel in all its 
Christmas grandeur. Fly to Spokane via 
Seattle, arriving in time for a late lunch at 
a beautiful spot, overlooking the waters of 
Lake Coeur d’Alene. 

The Davenport Hotel is your home for 
two nights. Recently added to the Marriott 

Autograph Collection of Classic Hotels, 

the Davenport is one of the most historic 
and to this day, finest accommodations 
in the Pacific Northwest. The Davenport 
hosts a magnificent display of Christmas 

Tree Elegance, something that is sure to 
put you in the Christmas spirit. We’ve also 
included a guided historical tour of the 
property; so many wonderful nooks and 
crannies, all over the hotel. You’ll enjoy 
beautiful accommodations, with a treat on 
your pillow at night. Sunday Brunch at the 

Davenport is a special occasion and it is 
part of our itinerary. During our full day in the 
Spokane area, we’ll visit a Christmas festival 
and nearby Green Bluff (similar to our Apple 
Hill) for some seasonal treats. Also on the 
agenda: A horse and carriage ride through 
downtown Spokane. Those registering early 
have an option to include a performance of 
The Nutcracker (additional charge of $56).

Travel by coach to Leavenworth on Day 
3. It’s a 4-hour ride, with a stop for lunch at 
Moses Lake, arriving at the Bavarian Village 
in mid-afternoon. Stay two nights at the 
Bavarian Inn and take in the sights, lights 
and sounds of Christmas. At night, the entire 
town turns into a holiday wonderland, with 
over a half million lights. During the day, 
we’ll take you to a very special candy store 
where Applets and Cotlets are made, and 
give you the chance to learn more about 
Leavenworth, and of course, time to explore 
the shops. Door-to-door airport service, 
airfare and 9 meals are included. Your 
Tour Directors will be Chris and/or Mark. 

1750/2000 Gold Passport Points
$1740 p.p./dbl.occ., $1990 single

$ave $50 until May 9*

Puttin’ on The ritz for 
Christmas
Featuring	two	nights	at	the	Ritz	Carlton	
Half	Moon	Bay	
3 Days • November 26-28

1. Sacramento Limousine picks you up 
from your home and delivers you to the 
Sports Leisure Vacations	 office where 
you will board SuperCoach	 III bound for 
San Jose. Enjoy the lavish award-wining 
Champagne Sunday Brunch at the popular 
Dolce Hayes Mansion before heading to the 
coast and the charming town of Half Moon 
Bay. Check into the Ritz Carlton Resort at 

Half Moon Bay for two nights. The resort 
resembles a grand European country estate 
set on a rocky bluff overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean. (BR)

2. The amenities of the resort include a 
coastal trail, gas fire pits overlooking the 
ocean, a fitness center, indoor pool, hot tub 
and sauna. Spa services as well as a round 
of golf at one of their two championship 
courses are available for additional costs. 
When holiday schedules are set, an optional 
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attraction/meal will be included during the 
day. (L)

3. Enjoy a free morning at the resort and 
a hosted lunch before returning home in the 
mid afternoon. (L)

This package includes door-to-door 
service, deluxe motorcoach transportation, 
all attractions listed above, 3 meals 
(1BR,2L), and the services of a Sports 

Leisure Vacations Tour Director. 1200/1450 
Gold Passport Points

$1195 p.p./dbl.occ., $1440 single 

$ave $30 until May 9* 

An Apple Farm Christmas
Featuring	Hearst	Castle	all	decked	
out	for	Christmas
3 Days • December 6-8

“Deck the halls with boughs of holly” is 
not just a song they play at the Apple Farm 
Inn over in San Luis Obispo. Staying at this 
quaint boutique hotel is like staying at your 
grandmother’s home – if she had knick-
knacks on every flat surface and holiday 
trimmings on every spindle and post. 
Best of all, fresh baked cookies greet you 
every evening by the fireplace. A holiday 
favorite for Sports Leisure travelers for 
many years, this inn is classic Christmas. 
Add the grandeur of Hearst Castle and 
its decorations and you will be inspired to 

come home and “deck your halls.”	This early 
December holiday trip includes two nights 
at the favored Apple Farm Inn, a daytime 
tour of the grand rooms of the Hearst Castle, 
and other local activities to get you into 
the holiday spirit. There will even be a few 
opportunities for you to do some last minute 
holiday shopping.

1. Begin with a drive down through 
the western side of the Central Valley on 
Highway 33, arriving at Stewart and Jasper 
Orchards in time for a tour before lunch. In 
the company store you will find almonds, 
apricots and other fine goodies fresh from 
the neighboring orchards. Continue to the 
coast, arriving in San Luis Obispo in the late 
afternoon. Tonight, enjoy the cozy comfort 
of the inn along with cookies. Apple Farm 

Inn – 2 nights (L)

2. A nice hot breakfast prepares you for 
a day of touring along the Central Coast. 
First up, explore the Grand Rooms of Hearst 
Castle. First called Sam’s Hill, this home is 
definitely an enchanted castle in December. 
In the afternoon, browse the little shops in 
Cambria or perhaps you’d rather visit the 
Elephant Seal Rookery in San Simeon? 
December is the month the females arrive to 
give birth to their 70 pound pups! Upon our 
return to the Apple Farm we will enjoy a light 
wine reception. Tonight, downtown San Luis 
Obispo comes alive with its weekly Farmer’s 
Market, voted one of the best in the entire 
state. A short trolley ride takes you to all the 
festivities; produce, arts and crafts, music 
and, of course, local foods for dinner. (FB,L)

3. Begin your last day with another hot 
and hearty breakfast. On our return to 
Sacramento, we make a brief stop in Salinas 
for lunch at the Steinbeck House. This 
quintessential American author truly has 
the story of local boy “done good.” While 
his writings were very controversial at the 
time they were written, at least according to 
many from his hometown, today Salinas is 
proud of their Nobel Prize-winning author. It 
just isn’t right to go to the Central Coast from 
Sacramento without stopping at Casa de 
Fruta… a familiar and folksy market, home 
to the “flippin’ cup.” Arrive in Sacramento in 
the early evening. (FB,L)

This holiday vacation includes door-
to-door service, roundtrip transportation 

aboard SuperCoach	 III, accommodations, 
5 meals (2FB,3L), all tours and attractions 
listed, and the services of a Sports Leisure 

Vacations Tour Director. 950/1100 Gold 
Passport Points

$920 p.p./dbl.occ., $1070 single

$ave $30 until May 9*

A Coos Bay Christmas
See	one	of	the	best	small	town	lights	
displays	in	the	country
5 Days • December 23-27

First offered as a holiday excursion in 
2013, it has been often requested by our 
Christmas crowd ever since, so we are 
pleased to bring A Coos Bay Christmas 

back for a return engagement. 
This is an all-coach trip. Travel north to 

Ashland/Medford the first day. There’s a 
lunch break in Redding and tonight you’ll 
partake in the annual Christmas Feast at 
the Winchester Inn. The six-course meal 
comes with carolers and costumed staff.

The next morning (Christmas Eve), before 
departing for the coast, make an early 
morning visit to Harry & David’s. As is our 
Christmas shopping tradition, we have 
negotiated a little gift card to get you started 
on your expedition. Travel to the coast, 
stopping in Bandon at Washed Ashore, 
a most unique place that makes art out of 
ocean trash. At Cranberry Sweets, your 
sponsored-shopping activities continue. 
Finish the day at The Mill Casino/Hotel in 
Coos Bay. Dinner tonight is a Crab Fest 
(other options available), as the Dungeness 
season will have just started. 

Christmas Day brings our legendary White 
Elephant Gift Exchange, an ecological tour 
of the area and a visit to Shore Acres State 
Park. Not only is there an interesting story, 
there is a wonderful display of Christmas 
lights. A holiday feast is planned.

The trip home takes you down the Oregon 
Coast, with shopping stops at Misty Meadows 
Jams and the House of Myrtlewood. Spend 
the night in Eureka and head home through 
the redwoods. The package includes 
everything listed, door-to-door service, 11 
meals and transportation via SuperCoach	III. 
1500/1700 Gold Passport Points

$1475 p.p./dbl.occ., $1670 single

$ave $50 until May 9* 

Was	it	Scott’s	charm	or	the	popularity	of	the	Ritz	
Carlton	Resort	at	Christmas	that	had	our	own	
Donnie	Anderson	&	Donna	Carey	sign	up	for	the	
tour?
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The Tournament of 
roses Parade & 
A Salute to Vienna!
Featuring	the	129th	Tournament	of	Roses	
Parade	and	Disney	Concert	Hall
3 Days • December 30 – January 1, 2018

Here’s your chance to check-off two of 
those items on your bucket list! Experience 
the nation’s premier New Year’s Day event, 
the Tournament of Roses Parade, and 
celebrate the New Year with the spectacular 
A	 Salute	 to	 Vienna at the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall.

1. Door-to-door service delivers you 
to the airport for your quick one hour 
flight to Southern California. Lunch is 
included in Downtown Los Angeles prior 
to a performance of A	 Salute	 to	 Vienna. 
The matinee performance at Walt Disney 
Concert Hall celebrates the ageless beauty 
of Viennese music with Strauss waltzes and 
sweeping melodies from operettas which 
are performed by hand-picked European 
singers and a full orchestra. Beautifully 
costumed dancers present romantic 
vignettes. You’ll fall for the Blue Danube 
Waltz all over again! Hilton Hotel LAX – 2 

nights (L)

2. It’s New Year’s Eve and what better way 
to get ready for the New Year than with a 
Champagne Sunday Brunch aboard the 
Queen	 Mary in Long Beach Harbor? After 
brunch you have the option of staying on 
board for a short highlights tour with time for 
browsing the shops in the ship’s marketplace 
or visit the nearby Aquarium of the Pacific. 
There is a small additional charge of $10 
per person for the latter option. Tonight, 
join your Tour Director for a buffet dinner 
and “East Coast Toast.” The hotel offers a 
midnight balloon drop for those who don’t 
mind staying up late for a true West Coast 
celebration! (BR,D)

3. The 129th Tournament of Roses 
Parade kicks off at 8am and your reserved 
seats are right along Colorado Boulevard. 

This special anniversary year’s theme is 
“Making a Difference.” The floats, bands 
and other entrants from all over the Western 
Hemisphere will be playing to that theme. 
Following the parade, lunch is served en 
route to the airport where you will meet your 
flight for the return trip home. (FB,L)

This tour includes roundtrip air, deluxe 
accommodations, 5 meals, reserved seating 
for the Tournament of Roses Parade along 
with a seat cushion and parade program, all 
attractions listed in the above itinerary, and 
the services of a Sports Leisure Vacations 

Tour Director Tour Director. 1700/1850 Gold 
Passport Points

$1675 p.p./dbl.occ., $1840 single

$ave $50 until May 9*

Winter at the Majestic 
Ahwahnee
Featuring	an	overnight	stay	inside	
Yosemite	National	Park
2 Days • February 11-12

This trip is a Sports Leisure Vacations’ 

favorite! And the focus is all about the 
Ahwahnee Hotel… recently re-named The	
Majestic	Yosemite	Hotel. But for this writer, 
and many others, it will always be the 
Ahwahnee!

1. Travel through the Central Valley to 
Yosemite National Park and to the historic 

Ahwahnee Hotel, built in 1926. Sunday 
Brunch is presented in the Ahwahnee 
Dining Room, with its 34 foot-high ceilings 
and floor-to-ceiling windows. A guided tour 
of the public areas of the hotel deepens 
your appreciation for the architecture and 
interior design of this grand structure. Pause 
for a cup of tea in the Grand Lounge while 
awaiting check-in at 5pm. The evening is 
yours to enjoy the historic surroundings. 
Ahwahnee Hotel (BR)

2. Exploring the valley during the winter is 
very different than during other times of the 
year; perhaps you will wake up to a fresh 
dusting of snow? Learn more about winter 
in Yosemite and enjoy the spectacular views 
as you explore from one end of the valley to 
the other from the comfort of a heated coach 
with a local guide this morning. There is 
time for lunch on your own before returning 
home. 

This package includes motorcoach 
transportation, accommodations, 1 brunch, 
all tours and attractions as listed above and 
the services of a Sports Leisure Vacations 

Tour Director. 700/900 Gold Passport Points
$695 p.p./dbl.occ., $870 single

$ave $15 until May 9* 

Add door-to-door service for $80 p.p.

Join	your	Sports	Leisure	friends	for	Winter	in	Yosemite	National	Park

oFFiCe hoUrS:
9:00am – 4:30pm MON. thru FRI.

Closed weekends & major holidays

CLOSED TUES. 12:00pm – 1:15pm
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The Barber Pole, or Once Over Lightly

Spend the Night in 
Downtown Sacramento

For those who are traveling from out of 
town and don’t want to pay the surcharges 
for airport transportation that come with 
living outside the greater Sacramento 
area, we have a special rate (subject to 
availability) at the Best Western Sutter 
House Inn downtown. It’s a nice place, you 
can leave a vehicle if needed, and you can 
also stay on the return if you wish. General 
Manager Doris Gray is an old friend of 
Sports Leisure and you should mention her 
name, the special Sports Leisure rate and 
the name of the tour you are traveling on 
when making your reservation. This special 
rate is only available pre-and-post tour. 
However, if you need accommodations at 
another time, be sure to check with Doris for 
the best rate. Call (916) 441-1314.

Home Pick-up, can I request 
the type of vehicle?

Unfortunately, the answer is no. The 
reason we cannot accept requests or 
guarantee the type of vehicle coming to pick 
you up requires some explanation.

Each trip is dispatched three weeks 
prior to departure, in order to be able to 
send the list to you 10-14 days before the 
trip leaves (and your pick-up occurs). The 
dispatch lists are based entirely on the 

location of those being picked up. The 
size of the car(s) sent to one part of town 
for any given trip is entirely dependent on 
where everyone’s pick-up point is located. 
Sometimes, we need a car that seats 2, 
sometimes 3, sometimes 4-5. On some trips 
you have 10 people in south Sacramento 
and no one in Folsom. The next trip has 
a half dozen in Folsom and one in South 
Sacramento, with 6-8 in Rocklin/Lincoln. 
The point is, it’s impossible to predict until 
you start the dispatching process. There’s 
no way to know this information during the 
reservation process.

Dispatching the cars is a very time 
consuming and complicated process, 
even with the aid of modern technology. The 
process is often complicated by a last minute 
addition, or more often, a cancellation. The 
cost of the cars is based on 2.2 pick-ups 
per car, on the average. So if too many cars 
make only one stop, we greatly exceed the 
money budgeted for that service. Which 
means the price goes up. There is another 
consideration, and that is the limited number 
of chauffeured cars available to us on any 
given morning or evening. Told you it 
required some explanation.

One VERY important note: If you accept 
home pick-up, you must be able to get into 
a limousine, sedan or SuV-type vehicle. 
If the driver comes to your home and you 

cannot physically get into the vehicle sent 
to pick you up, we cannot be responsible 
for you making your flight/trip and you will 
have to find alternate transportation, without 
notice, to your departure point. If you have 
concerns in this area, please call and 
discuss your needs with us.

Same Subject, Different Header:
We Need Your HOME Address
Recently we had a couple of instances 

where we were only given a mailing 
address and not a pick-up address. Please 
make sure if you use a different address 
for your mail than where you live (or want 
to be picked up), that you notify us at the 
time of reservation. Should you decide after 
making your reservation to change your 
pick-up location (spend the night at your 
traveling friend’s home and get picked up 
together is the most common), you must 
notify us a minimum of three weeks prior 
to departure. Once the dispatch process 
that is explained above has started, your 
departure point cannot be changed.

Opting Out of Home Pick-up
A reminder that you can opt out of being 

picked up (and returned home) and receive 
a credit of $75 per person. Again, you only 
need tell us at least three weeks prior to 
departure to take advantage of this option. 

More	photos	from	Spring	Tour	Preview	Day…	Scott Angeletti (above	left)	climbs	into	his	bear	costume.	Since	Scott’s	nickname	is	“bear,”	we	asked	him	to	
play	the	role	of	“human	watcher”	while	Ramona Goodge talked	about	her	“bear	watching”	trip	to	British	Columbia.	Scott	is	turning	the	tables	on	Ramona,	
watching	her	with	his	binoculars	and	snapping	pictures	with	his	phone.	After	all,	they	don’t	get	many	tourists	this	far	north,	and	they	sure	are	tasty…	not	to	
mention	the	other	bears	in	the	family	and	on	“Bearbook”	like	seeing	them	in	pictures	too!



20 Sports	Leisure	Vacations	/	April	–	May	2017

The Tour Calendar (Previously Announced)

The Preakness Stakes
Take	your	seat	for	the	second	leg	of	the	
Triple	Crown
5 Days • May 18-22

H Highlights H

• Accommodations at the hip new Hotel 
RL in downtown Baltimore, full tour 
description on page 17 of the catalog

• Experience The Preakness Stakes from 
the exclusive seating in Turfside Terrace 

• Visit Ft. McHenry, Babe Ruth 
Birthplace, National Aquarium, Geppi’s 
Entertainment and American Visionary 
Art Museums

• Spend a day in Horse (and Crab) 
Country on the Eastern Shore

• Roundtrip air to/from Baltimore
• Door-to-door airport service
• 9 meals: 4 continental breakfasts, 

4 lunches, 1 dinner
• Tour Director: Clayton Whitehead

$3340 p.p./dbl.occ., $3705 single

Wonder Valley, Kings 
Canyon and 
The Sequoias
Featuring	natural	beauty	and	western	
hospitality
3 Days • May 29-31

Find the full tour description on page 30 

of the catalog. Wonder Valley has a long 
and colorful history: from the traditions of 
the Yokuts, the Native Americans who called 
the valley home, to the days of the Dalton 
Gang – holed up on the east side of the San 
Joaquin Valley. Located in the Sierra foothills 
outside of Fresno, enjoy fine hospitality as 
you take in the rich history and the leisurely 
activities offered by the resort. 

On day two, take a trip into Sequoia & 
Kings Canyon Nat’l Park. See the Giant 
Redwoods and the roaring waters of the 
canyon. One of our most often overlooked 

national park adventures, but perhaps 

one of the best. Tour Director: Ramona 

Goodge (who once worked in Sequoia 
National Park). All 7 meals included.

$1150 p.p./dbl.occ., $1220 single 

38th Annual SLV 
Anniversary Tour – 
Portland roses and 
oregon’s Coast
Featuring	covered,	reserved	seating	for	the	
Grand	Floral	Parade
5 Days • June 9-13

Join Clayton and Mark on this special 
regional tour to celebrate Sports Leisure’s 

38th birthday. See the spectacular 
Portland Rose Parade, with the comfort 
of indoor seating; then head to Newport 
for an extended stay in one of our favorite 
destinations and hotels!

H Highlights H

• Overnight in Portland with tours designed 
to experience the city like a local

• Portland Rose Festival’s Grand Floral 
Parade and Rose Show

• 3 nights oceanfront at Newport’s 
Elizabeth Street Inn

• Marine cruise, lighthouse and the Oregon 
Aquarium in/around Newport

• Buggy ride over the sand dunes in 
Florence

• Lincoln City and Tillamook
• Roundtrip air to/from Portland
• Door-to-door airport service

• 10 meals: 1 full breakfast, 3 breakfasts, 
2 lunches, 4 dinners

$1995 p.p./dbl.occ., $2230 single

Crater Lake & the Umpqua 
National Scenic Byway
Featuring	natural	scenic	wonder	in	Oregon
6 Days • July 3-8

H Highlights H

• Guided rim tour of Crater Lake National 
Park with lunch at Crater Lake Lodge, 
catalog page 39

• Independence Day Fireworks in 
Roseburg

• Up close animal encounters at Wildlife 
Safari

• Hellgate Jet Boat tour
• Visit the charming town of Ashland
• Optional (extra cost) performance at the 

Oregon Shakespeare Festival
• Door-to-door service
• 10 meals: 5 breakfasts, 4 lunches, 

1 dinner
• Tour Director: Scott Angeletti

$1725 p.p./dbl.occ., $1995 single

Skamania Lodge, Gateway 
to the Columbia river Gorge
Getaway	to	a	beautiful	retreat,	nestled	near	
the	Columbia	and	the	Cascade	Mountains
4 Days • July 16-19

A brand new tour, featuring a mountain 
lodge with easy walking paths and wonderful 
accommodations. Day sightseeing trips, 
evenings on the giant porch by the fire. Tour 
Director: Mark Hoffmann, see page 5 of the 
catalog for full details.

H Highlights H

• 3 nights at Skamania Lodge, just off the 
Columbia River Gorge at the foot of the 
Cascades, lots of onsite activities, or just 
relax and enjoy the view

• Ride the Mt. Hood Railroad
• Visit the Maryhill Museum of Art and the 

Stonehenge Memorial
• “Meet the Raptors” show at the lodge
• Optional zipline (additional charge) and 

guided nature walks (free)
• 8 meals: 3 breakfasts, 4 lunches, 

1 dinner
Our	resident	tree	hugger,	Ramona	Goodge,	is	ready	
to	show	you	some	mighty	Sequoias



Sports	Leisure	Vacations	/	April	–	May	2017 21

• Roundtrip air to/from Portland
• Door-to-door airport service 

$1625 p.p./dbl.occ., $1815 single 

$ave $40 until May 9*

Laguna Beach and The 
Pageant of the Masters
Art	comes	to	life	at	one	of	the	world’s	most	
unique	festivals
3 Days • July 30 – August 1

Patricia Hansen has nurtured this trip 
for many years, adding pieces to create a 
complete pageant experience. There are 
two great lunches away from the pageant, 
at Las Brisas and on a yacht off Newport 
Harbor, both pretty classy. Speaking of pretty 
classy, you’ll stay two nights at the Marriott 

Newport Hotel. At the pageant, you’ll dine, 
tour, watch, listen and learn. Because we’ve 
included a guided tour, dinner, a speaker 
the following morning and of course tickets 
to California’s most unique cultural pageant. 

We encourage you to see the 

video from the 2016 trip online at 

www.sportsleisure.com, click on California 
trips and scroll down to the Laguna 
departures, then click on the “watch video” 
link. Page 12 in the catalog is where you’ll 
find the tour. 1500/1700 Gold Passport Points

$1495 p.p./dbl.occ., $1675 single*

*Prices	for	the	July	departure	include	a	
tax-deductible	donation	to	Sacramento’s	

National	Public	Radio	(NPR)	station.

Vancouver and Victoria
The	very	best	of	British	Columbia
6 Days • August 1-6

H Highlights H

• Enjoy High Tea at the Empress Hotel, see 
the complete description on page 37 of 
the catalog

• Explore famed Butchart Gardens with 
lunch in the original family home

• Experience a double-decker bus tour of 
Victoria and city tour of Vancouver

• Be awed by an outstanding fireworks 
display over English Bay

• Travel by ferry to Vancouver Island
• Roundtrip airfare to Vancouver/from 

Victoria
• Door-to-door service
• 7 meals: 1 high tea, 5 lunches, 1 dinner
• Tour Director: Chris Galloway

$2620 p.p./dbl.occ., $2990 single

This vacation requires a valid passport!

The Sounds of Music in 
Leavenworth
Take	the	Train	to	Washington’s	Little	Bavaria
4 Days • August 7-10 or August 14-17

This summertime favorite is back again! It 
has a little bit of everything: theatre, stunning 
outdoor views, a train ride through beautiful 
mountain terrain, and the old world charm of 
Bavaria without a long plane ride!

1. Fly to Seattle this morning. Dine at a 
local institution, Chandler’s Crabhouse, 

located along the shore of Lake Union. In 
the late afternoon, board Amtrak’s Empire	
Builder for a short journey into the majestic 
mountains of Washington. Enjoy a box 
meal on board the train for dinner. At the 
heart of the state you’ll find Leavenworth, 
Washington’s own Little	Bavaria. Your well-
appointed and beautiful accommodations 
are located close to the center of the village 
with a full breakfast included each day. 
Bavarian Lodge – 3 nights (L,D)

2. Located in the heart of the Wenatchee 
Valley and surrounded by orchards, the 
community of Cashmere is known as the 
home of Liberty Orchards, makers of 
“Applets and Cottlets,” the fruit and nut 
confections. Tour the factory along with 
the Pioneer Village and Museum. Back in 
Leavenworth, enjoy lunch at your leisure 
and an optional walking tour of historic 
downtown. Dinner is included at King 
Ludwig’s German Restaurant and served 
family-style. Tonight, the hills come alive 
as The	 Sound	 of	 Music is performed in 
an outdoor amphitheater surrounded by 
majestic mountains. You’ll feel like you’re in 
the hills of Switzerland with the Von Trapp 
Family! (FB,D)

3. Discover Rocky Reach Dam and 
the Columbia River Museum on a tour 
today. After an included lunch, visit Ohme 
Gardens, situated on top of a large bluff 
overlooking the Columbia River. Tonight 

Annie,	the musical story of the spunky 
orphan, is performed under the stars 
at Hatchery Park Amphitheater. The 
August 14 departure will include Bye,	
Bye	Birdie. (FB,L)

4. Bid farewell to Leavenworth and 
begin your journey westward with 
lunch in the small town of Snohomish. 
Conclude your visit to the Evergreen	
State with a stop at the Boeing 
Museum of Flight. A return flight from 
Seattle returns you home in the early 
evening. (FB,L)

The tour includes door-to-door 
airport service, roundtrip air, deluxe 
motorcoach service, passage 
aboard Amtrak’s Empire	 Builder, 
accommodations, all attractions 
and shows listed, 8 meals (3FB, 
3L,1BD,1D), and the services of a Is	it	real?	Maybe!	Your	eyes	may	deceive	you	at	the	Pageant	of	the	Masters!
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Sports Leisure Vacations Tour Director. 
1900/2200 Gold Passport Points

$1890 p.p./dbl.occ., $2165 single

Washington’s Masterpiece, 
The olympic Peninsula
Featuring	Ocean	Shores,	Lake	Quinault	
and	the	Hoh	Rainforest
4 Days • September 4-7

H Highlights H

• Sleep with the peaceful sound of 
ocean waves at Ocean Shores, see the 
complete description on page 44 of the 
catalog

• Let your imagination run wild as you stroll 
through a temperate rainforest

• Stand high above the Strait of San Juan 
De Fuca – you’ll feel like you are on top 
of the world at Hurricane Ridge

• Ride the Bainbridge Ferry and take in 
one of the best views of Seattle

• Stay at Lake Quinault Lodge, in lakeview 
rooms, nestled in the rainforest

• Roundtrip airfare to/from Seattle
• Door-to-door airport service
• 6 meals: 1 breakfast, 1 full breakfast, 

3 lunches, 1 dinner
• Tour Director: Ramona Goodge

$2005 p.p./dbl.occ., $2265 single 

$ave $50 until May 9*

Yellowstone & Glacier 
National Parks
The	Ultimate	Natural	Experience	in	
Montana	and	Wyoming	–	Our	Premier	Park	
tour	of	2017
9 Days • September 6-14

Trips with accommodations inside or 
so close to the parks, covering such a 
magnificent array of natural scenery, don’t 
come along often. This trip isn’t inexpensive, 
but consider the length and the number of 
places visited and we think you will agree 
it offers solid value. Plus, with three 2-night 

stays, we believe the pace of the tour is 
excellent. See page 36 of the catalog for the 
detailed, day-by-day itinerary. 

H Highlights H

• Explore Grand Teton National Park by 
coach and Snake River float trip

• Yellowstone National Park unveiled: 
Old Faithful, Grand Canyon of the 
Yellowstone, Mammoth Hot Springs, 
Midway Geyser Basin, Fountain Paint 
Pots and local wildlife

• Lake cruises plus Going-to-the-Sun Road 
by Jammer Car in Glacier National Park

• Tour the Smokejumpers Base in Missoula
• Lunch at the Lake Hotel in Yellowstone
• Discover Native American and Jesuit 

histories at St. Ignatius Mission
• Roundtrip airfare to Jackson, WY/from 

Kalispell, MT;
• 15 meals: 8 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 

5 dinners
• Tour Director: Scott Angeletti

$5195 p.p./dbl.occ., $6170 single

$ave $100 until May 9*

Chicago: Your Kind of Town
5 Days • September 21-25

Chris Galloway is the latest Sports 

Leisure staff member to fall in love with The 
Windy City. Join him on this “city adventure.” 
Stay 4 nights at the Embassy Suites, just 
off The Magnificent Mile downtown. From 
the views atop the Hancock Building to the 
Polish Museum and the Polish dinner that 
goes with it, to the magnificent collection 
at the Art Institute and the 32,000 “friends 
in residence” at Shedd Aquarium, you 
won’t run out of great things to do. (Plus, 
Chris knows all the important secrets, like 
where the Magnolia Bakery is and how to 
get that famous Garrett’s Popcorn. See, the 
important stuff.) A better description is on 
page 17 of the catalog, or check online. Or 
bother Chris next time you see him. Combine 
this tour with our new Empire Builder trip! 
See page 11 for details.

$2565 p.p./dbl.occ., $2940 single 

Land Without Limits: 
British Columbia’s Cariboo 
Chilcotin
Ramona’s	newest	adventure	to	the	interior	
of	British	Columbia
7 Days • September 22-28

H Highlights H

• Spend 2 nights in comfort and luxury 
surrounded by the beauty of the Chilcotin 
Mountains at the Echo Valley Ranch

You	too	can	tour	a	real	German	submarine	captured	
by	the	Allies	during	WWII	at	Chicago’s	Museum	of	
Science	and	Industry

New Travel Videos from 
Sports Leisure Vacations!

We were so excited to debut several 
new travel videos during Spring Preview 
Day! You can find the videos by finding 
the tours they promote on our website 
at www.sportsleisure.com or easily 
access them all by visiting our YouTube 
channel online at www.youtube.com and 
doing a quick search for “Sports Leisure 
Vacations.” You can even subscribe to 
our YouTube channel and be notified 
when new videos are added! Here’s a 
short list of destinations ready for you 
to preview right now. While some tours 
to these destinations may be sold out, 
please consider adding your name to 
the waitlist! Just call our office to find out 
more information!
 1. New York City, Spring and 

Thanksgiving
 2. Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
 3. Key West, Miami & The Everglades
 4. The Sounds of Music in 

Leavenworth
 5. The International Albuquerque 

Balloon Fiesta
 6. Ferries & Towns of Puget Sound
 7. The VERY BEST of Kauai & Maui
 8. Ferries, Islands & Towns of Old 

Cape Cod
 9. The Pageant of the Masters in 

Laguna Beach

10. Bear Experience/Wildlife Viewing in 
British Columbia




